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Leading Off
Amarillo—Cardinal Óscar An-

drés Rodríguez Maradiaga, Arch-
bishop of Tegucigalpa, Honduras, 
will be the keynote speaker Friday, 
May 5 at the sixth annual Bishop’s 
Gala, which will take place at Am-
arillo Country Club, 4800 Bush-
land Blvd.

The evening, hosted by the 
Catholic Foundation of the Texas 
Panhandle, will include a social 
hour, dinner, a live auction and ca-
sino tables.

Chairing this year’s Gala are 
Greg and Belinda Britten, parish-
ioners at St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church, Amarillo.

Cardinal Rodríguez is a native 
of Tegucigalpa. He was ordained 
to the priesthood for the Salesians 
of St. John Bosco on June 28, 1970 
and appointed Auxiliary Bishop of 

Cardinal Rodriguez To Speak At Sixth Annual Bishop’s Gala

Cardinal Óscar Rodríguez

Tegucigalpa on Oct. 28, 1978.
After being appointed Arch-

bishop of Tegucigalpa on Jan. 8, 
1993, he was created a Cardinal on 

Feb. 21, 2001. He was a participant 
in both the 2005 and 2013 Con-
claves. Cardinal Rodríguez served 
two terms as president of Caritas 
International and was president of 
the Latin American Episcopal Con-
ference (CELAM) from 1995 to 
1999.  He is also the Coordinator 
of the Council of Cardinals advis-
ing Pope Francis.

Tickets are $100 per person or 
$1,500 for a benefactor table of 
eight. Proceeds from this year’s 
Gala will go toward the needs at 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy, the 
only secondary Catholic School in 
the Diocese of Amarillo.

Tickets for the Gala will be 
available soon, but RSVP’s are be-
ing accepted at this time, according 
to Kim Richard, director of Devel-
opment and Stewardship for the 

Diocese of Amarillo. Please con-
tact Richard at 383-2243, ext. 130, 
or via email, krichard@dioama.
org for more details and benefits of 
Gala Sponsorships. 

Checks for tickets and sponsor-
ships should be made payable to 
“Diocese of Amarillo” and stubbed 
“Bishop’s Gala.” Seating is limited.

“We invite everyone to join us 
for a great evening of fellowship 
and outstanding food,” she said. 
“This is a great opportunity to pick 
up some great gifts for your loved 
ones and to help contribute to the 
education of our children at Holy 
Cross Catholic Academy.”

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, please contact Helen 
Sage at 517-1570; Sandy Riney 
at 359-6706; or Belinda Britten at 
420-1030. 

Amarillo—The diocesan Of-
fice of Communications is seek-
ing information for Fish Fries and 
Meals being served during the 
Lenten Season. 

Those planning these events 
are asked to email all pertinent 
information to: westtexascatho-
lic@gmail.com. A list of meals to 
be served on Friday, March 3 and 
Friday, March 10 will be published 
in the Sunday, Feb. 19 issue of The 
West Texas Catholic. 

The Feb. 19 issue will also in-
clude a listing of Ash Wednesday 
Masses.

Amarillo—The annual Valen-
tine’s Day Dinner and Dance fund-
raiser to benefit the building fund at 
Blessed Sacrament Church is set for 
Saturday, Feb. 11 at Bishop Zurek 
Parish Hall, 2500 South Bolton.

The evening begins with a Rib 
Eye Steak Dinner from 6:00pm to 
8:00pm, with a dance from 8:00pm 
to 1:00am. Providing music will be 
DJ Lee and Tierra Extraña.

Tickets are $40 for singles and 
$75 for couples. VIP tables are 
available at $500. There will also be 
opportunities to win various prizes.

Tickets can be purchased in the 
parish office at Blessed Sacrament 
Church during regular business 
hours or after Masses today (Sun-
day) at the church. Seating is limited.

For additional information, please 
call the parish office at 374-1132. 

Amarillo—The diocesan Mid-
Year Conference for the Knights of 
Columbus is set for Saturday, Feb. 
11 from 10:00am to 2:00pm in the 
reception room at St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral, 1200 South Washington. 

All Grand Knights, Deputy 
Grand Knights and Financial Sec-
retaries are encouraged to attend 
this meeting. Amarillo—The Honorable Ce-

cilia Abbott, First Lady of Texas, 
will be the keynote speaker Sun-
day, March 19 for the 20th annual 
Respect Life Banquet.

This year’s banquet, which ben-
efits Respect Life Ministries in the 
Diocese of Amarillo, will begin 
with social hour at 4:00pm, with 
dinner served at 5:00 in the Heri-
tage Room of the Amarillo Civic 
Center, 401 South Buchanan.

Tickets are $50 per person, 
which includes a prime rib dinner 
catered by the Big Texan Steak 
Ranch in Amarillo, according to 
Stephanie Frausto, director of Re-
spect Life Ministries. 

The first Hispanic First Lady of 
Texas, Cecilia Abbott’s story re-
minds everyone that the American 
Dream is alive and well in Texas. 
The granddaughter of immigrants 
from Mexico, Mrs. Abbott was 

First Lady Of Texas To Keynote Respect Life Banquet

Cecilia Abbott

raised in San Antonio by parents 
who were both educators, and who 
instilled in her, her sister and two 
brothers a love of learning and 
helping others. Mrs. Abbott took 
their lessons to heart, and studied 
at the University of Texas at Austin 
before subsequently earning three 

degrees from the University of St. 
Thomas in Houston: a Bachelor’s 
degree in Psychology, a Master’s 
degree in Education and a Master’s 
degree in Theology.

Mrs. Abbott has been a teacher, 
vice-principal, and principal at sev-
eral Catholic schools across Texas. 
Most recently she served as the 
principal of the Cathedral School 
of St. Mary in Austin from 1996 to 
2001. Mrs. Abbott then went on to 
another noble calling, working in 
senior health care services, where 
she served as the managing director 
of community relations from 2004 
to 2013 for a health care company 
specializing in senior adult health 
care facilities and services.

But Mrs. Abbott hasn’t only de-
voted her professional life to help-
ing others; she’s done the same 
thing in her personal life. 

She currently serves on the 

board of several educational or-
ganizations: the University of St. 
Thomas Board of Directors, the 
Huston-Tillotson University Board 
of Directors, the St. Gabriel’s 
Catholic School Board of Trustees 
and the Cathedral School of St. 
Mary Advisory Board. Mrs. Abbott 
is also active in numerous philan-
thropic groups—she is a member 
of the Women’s Symphony League 
of Austin, the Dell Children’s 
Women’s Trust and is a volunteer 
for Meals on Wheels.

Mrs. Abbott believes strongly 
in giving back to our communities, 
and recently announced the launch 
of her Texanthropy Initiative, 
which she will use to promote vol-
unteerism and service to others as 
her primary focus as First Lady of 
Texas.

Please see “Banquet,” p. 6
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San Antonio—Archbishop Patri-
cio Fernández Flores, the fourth 
archbishop of San Antonio who 
was the first Mexican-American el-
evated to the hierarchy in the Cath-
olic Church in the United States 
and who consecrated the last three 
bishops who have served the Dio-
cese of Amarillo, passed away Jan. 
9. He was 87 years old.

Mass was celebrated Jan. 17, 
San Fernando Cathedral, with 
Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller, 
M.Sp.S., presiding. Burial was in 
San Fernando Cemetery II.

Patricio Fernández Flores was 
born on July 26, 1929 in Ganado, 
the sixth of nine children born to 
Patricio Flores and Trinidad Fer-
nandez de Flores.

In his 1987 biography The Ma-
riachi Bishop, by Brother Mar-
tin McMurtrey, SM, Archbishop 

Archbishop Patricio Fernández Flores: 1929-2017
Flores conceded that he would 
never have persevered in his 
lengthy pilgrimage to the priest-
hood without the friendly and de-
termined guidance of Sister Benitia 
Vermeersch, CDP, foundress of the 
Missionary Catechists of Divine 
Providence, who recognized both 
his talent and his vocation and took 
him, in 1947, to be interviewed 
by Bishop Christopher Byrne of 
the Galveston-Houston Diocese. 
With the encouragement of that 
nun and bishop, Flores completed 
three years of high school in two 
calendar years—earning academ-
ic honors—while studying on the 
side for the-then required Latin for 
the seminary.

After his ordination to the 
priesthood by Bishop Wendelin 
Nold on May 26, 1956 in the Dio-
cese of Galveston-Houston, Father 

Flores served as assistant pastor 
of Holy Name Parish, pastor of 
Guardian Angel Parish and also of 
St. Joseph-St. Stephen’s Parish, all 
in Houston. 

Father Flores was prominent 
in the Cursillo and co-founded 
PADRES (Padres Asociados para 
Derechos Religiosos, Educativos, 
y Sociales)—Priests Associated for 
Religious, Education, and Social 
Rights—an organization meant to 
draw attention to the problems of 
Hispanics in the Church and soci-
ety. Both were then controversial 

Archbishop Patricio F. Flores

Hispanic movements. 
When he was called to Wash-

ington by the Vatican’s U.S. Ap-
ostolic Delegate Luigi Raimondi 
in 1970, Father Flores expected a 
reprimand, not a promotion. 

Instead, on May 5, in San Anto-
nio, he was consecrated at the age 
of 40 as the first Mexican-Ameri-
can bishop of the United States. 
The event produced a tremendous 
display of Hispanic devotion and 
admiration. His episcopal motto 
was Laborabo non mihi sed omni-
bus, (“I will work not for myself but 
for others.”)

On May 29, 1978, Bishop Flores 
was installed as prelate of the Dio-
cese of El Paso. He served in that 
capacity for only 15 months until 
August 1979, when he was named 
Archbishop of San Antonio, at that 
time the largest ecclesiastical prov-
ince in the United States. He was 
installed on Oct. 13, 1979. 

The preeminent event of Arch-
bishop Flores’ years’ as prelate of 
San Antonio was the visit of Pope 
(now St.) John Paul II to the arch-
diocese on Sept. 13, 1987, as part 
of his nine-city tour across the 
United States.

The Holy Father celebrated 
a two-and-a-half hour Mass for 

a crowd of 330,000 people in a 
field in west San Antonio, now the 
site of John Paul Stephens High 
School. The number of faithful 
gathered at the liturgy remains the 
record for the largest gathering in 
the state of Texas.

After more than 25 years of ser-
vice as archbishop, he retired on 
Dec. 29, 2004. He stepped down 
on Feb. 15, 2005 upon the instal-
lation of his successor, Archbishop 
José H. Gomez. 

In an interview with Today’s 
Catholic newspaper in prepara-
tion for his retirement, Archbishop 
Flores was asked what he remem-
bered most from his tenure leading 
the archdiocese. 

He stated, “I think my priest-
hood as a whole. I’ve spent 48 
years as a priest, and I have loved 
it all. If I had the chance to start all 
over again, I would not hesitate. 
I might have prepared better aca-
demically and in some other ways. 
But I have literally found great sat-
isfaction in simply being a priest—
being a bishop is simply assuming 
additional responsibility. 

“I have found it very challeng-
ing and very satisfying. So I’ve 
been happy at it and will continue 
to be happy.”
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Bishop’s Schedule

806.683.4397 cell

• Sheetrock Installation and Repair

 • Acoustic, Spray, & Hand Textures

  • Kitchen & Bathroon Remodels

   • Interior & Exterior Painting

    • Custom Carpentry

     • Fence Building & Staining

      • Pergolas & Decks

       • Tile Floors & Backsplashes

        • Tub Surrounds & Showers

• Bonded and Experienced

806.683.4397 cell806.683.4397 cell

SUNDAY, FEB. 5
10:00am, Mass, celebrating the 

Lunar New Year, Our Lady of Viet-
nam Church, Amarillo
SUNDAY, FEB. 12

1:00pm, Mass, establishing 
a Spanish-speaking Knights of 
Columbus Council, St. Joseph’s 
Church, Amarillo 

In the Jan. 15 issue of The West 
Texas Catholic, the identities on the 
photo on page 7 from the March 28, 
1954 groundbreaking at St. Antho-
ny School, Hereford were listed in-
correctly. Ron Kershen of St. Ann’s 
Church, Canyon, was there and 
provided us the correct information. 
Here is the corrected cutline:

Bishop Lawrence J. FitzSimon 
is seen breaking ground on March 
28, 1954 for the new building to 
house St. Anthony School, Here-
ford. Pictured left to right, are flag-
bearer Lester Wagner, J.J. Balew 
of Houston, Vice Supreme Master 
of the Fourth Degree Knights of 
Columbus,  Robert Lamb, Jerome 
Noggler, Ron Kershen, William 
Albracht, Father Bartholomew 
Paytas, S.A., crossbearer Donald 
Vinton, Father Nathaniel Mad-
den, S.A., Bobby Vinton and G.W. 
“Gus” Dietz. Standing behind Di-
etz is Andrew Kershen. 

The West Texas Catholic apol-
ogies for the error and is appre-
ciative to Ron Kershen for his 
assistance in getting the cutline 
information correct. 

CLARIFICATION

Amarillo—Megan Emily Rohrbach 
and Kelsey Matthias Matchen were 
united in marriage Jan. 14, St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, Father Scott L. Raef, rector, 
presiding. The bride is the daughter of 
David and Cindy Rohrbach of Canyon. 
The groom is the son of Monroe and 
Paula Matchen of Sweetwater.

Society

Guest Column

Baptized Adult Catholics, who 
have already received the Sacra-
ments of Reconciliation and Eu-

charist and who 
desire to receive 
the Sacrament 
of Confirmation, 
please be in-
formed by read-
ing the church 

bulletin or calling your parish office 
to find out what you need to do.

• Interview with the pastor or 
his delegate to obtain approval to 
received instruction in preparation 
for the sacrament.

• The pastor or delegate will tell 
you about the criteria for receiving 
the sacrament and all the informa-
tion about the instructions.

• Those requesting the Sacrament 
of Confirmation will need to bring an 
authentic baptismal certificate.

• Preparation will be at the par-
ish level.  

• Get information about the date, 

Information On The Sacrament Of Confirmation For Adults
By Sister María Elena Ferrer, SSND

time and place for the catechetical 
sessions in your parish and plan to 
go. The adult is asked to attend five 
(5) two-hour classes minimum.

• Those who attend the classes are 
expected to make a retreat consisting 
of a seven-hour day which concludes 
with the celebration of Mass.

The Adult Confirmation Retreat 
will be at St. Mary’s Cathedral on 
Saturday, April 8, with registration 
beginning at 9:15am and ending at 
4:00pm with the celebration of Mass.  

The Sacrament of Confirmation 
will be conferred to adults during 
the celebration of the Eucharist on 
Saturday, April 22 at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral by Bishop Patrick J. Zu-
rek. The candidate and his or her 
sponsor is asked to arrive no later 
than 10:00am for the celebration 
commencing at 10:30.

Sister María Elena Ferrer, 
SSND, is Coordinator of Faith For-
mation for the Diocese of Amarillo. 

www.amarillodiocese.org

Amarillo—The new Diocesan 
Pastoral Center for the Diocese of 
Amarillo will be blessed and ded-
icated by Bishop Patrick J. Zurek 
on Saturday, Feb. 25 at 11:00am.

The dedication will be followed 
by an Open House at the new facil-
ity at 4512 NE 24th until 3:00pm.

The Feb. 25 event is the first of 
three Open Houses for the new Pas-
toral Center. Additional open houses 
are scheduled Sunday, Feb. 26 from 
2:00pm to 6:00pm and Saturday, 
March 4 from 10:30am to 3:00pm.

“I want to personally invite every-
one to come and share this time with 
us,” said Deacon Phil Whitson, Dioce-
san Chief Financial Officer. “We have 
worked hard to create a space that all 
Texas Panhandle Catholics will be 
proud to call their Pastoral Center. It’s a 
building of simple elegance, respectful 
of the hard earned donations that made 
its creation possible.”

The new building is the fourth 
chancery building in the nearly 
91-year-history of the Diocese of 
Amarillo. According to diocesan 
archives, the first chancery building 
was located at Sacred Heart Cathe-
dral at 817 South Taylor from 1929 
to 1937. Diocesan operations were 
relocated to 1100 South Washington, 
where it remained until 1953. For 
nearly 64 years, a two-story building 
at 1800 North Spring served as the 

Dedication, Open House Feb. 25 For New Pastoral Center

Diocesan Pastoral Center. 
The new, single-story, 37,000 

square-foot Diocesan Pastoral 
Center includes: 

• Thirty-one individual or multi-per-
son offices; 

• Five meeting rooms; 
• Thirteen storage rooms; 
• An expanded Archives Muse-

um to showcase diocesan historial 
artifacts; 

• Two fire-proof vaults to pro-
tect historical sacramental records; 

• A Conference Center, with 
classroom style seating for up to 
150 people and a catering kitchen; 

• A chapel with sufficient seating 
to allow all employees to participate 
in Mass and prayer services; 

• Adequate parking for employ-
ees and guests; 

• A dedicated employee break 
room and two conference rooms; 

• Handicap accessible restrooms; 
and, 

• A courtyard to host events and 
small receptions.

“I cannot say enough how 
thankful we are for the generosi-
ty of the people of the Diocese of 
Amarillo for making this dream a 
reality,” added Deacon Whitson.

For additional information 
about the Feb. 25 dedication and 
open house, please call the Dioc-
esan Pastoral Center at 383-2243. 
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St. Ann’s Catholic Church 
26th Annual

Sunday, March 5 
11:00am - 2:00pm

Adult:  $10.00
Child:  $5.00

Amarillo—Mary Margaret Koet-
ting, who along with her husband 
Alfred and their family’s construc-
tion company Plains Builders, have 
been responsible for the construc-
tion of numerous buildings in the 
Diocese of Amarillo, passed away 
Jan. 17. She was 76 years old.

Mass was celebrated Jan. 21, St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church, Fa-
ther John Valdez, pastor, presiding, 
with Monsignor Harold Waldow 
and Father Scott L. Raef, rector, St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, concelebrating. 
Burial was in Llano Cemetery.

Mary Honey was born March 
12, 1940 in Amarillo to Donald and 
Josephine Honey.  She attended St. 
Mary’s School and college in Hous-
ton. On April 4, 1959, she married 
Alfred Leon Koetting in Amarillo 
and they made Amarillo their home. 
According to her family, Alfred re-
mained the love of her life even af-
ter his passing in 2008. Mrs. Koet-
ting worked many years outside the 
home helping to provide for her five 
children. Later she became a stay at 
home mother and housewife. 

According to her family, Mrs. 
Koetting was a devout Christian 
and Catholic who had a deep love 
for the Lord. She showed this in 
many ways but especially through 

Mary Margaret Koetting: 1940-2017

Mary Margaret Koetting

her kindness and generosity to oth-
ers.  Mrs. Koetting was very active 
in the Church. She was a founding 
member of St. Thomas the Apos-
tle Church, and at the time of her 
passing, she was a member of St. 
Mary’s Cathedral. Mrs. Koetting 
was a weekly adorer, Stephen Min-
ister, lector and member of several 
circles. She helped within the com-
munity by volunteering for Meals 
on Wheels, Family Support Ser-
vices and she kept foster children 
for many years.

According to her family, Mrs. 
Koetting had many friends and each 
of them had a special place in her 
heart, as she treated them as part of 
her extended family. Mrs. Koetting 
was an especially good mother and 
grandmother. Her kids and grand-
kids were her pride and joy. Rarely 
would she miss an occasion to cel-
ebrate or spend time with them. If 
that meant babysitting, birthdays, 
holidays, sporting events, or just to 
show up, Grandma would be there. 
Her memory will be with us forev-
er and her presence will always be 
missed.  She made every day fun 
and memorable.   

Mrs. Koetting was preceded in 
death by her parents; her husband, 
Alfred; and her son-in-law, Jimmy 
Stanhope.

Survivors include a daughter, 
Karen Stanhope of Glenpool, Okla.; 
four sons, Tim Koetting and his 
wife Kemi, Mark Koetting and his 
wife Michelle and Daniel Koetting 
and his wife Nicole, all of Amarillo 
and Matthew Koetting of Nashville; 
14 grandchildren, Mike, Brad, Re-
becca, Rachel and her husband Na-
than, Sam, Tess, Emily, Ross, Carli, 
Rylee, Colby, Abigail, Isaiah and 
Jacob; and six great-grandchildren, 
Paige, Walker, Alex, Abigail, Au-
brey and Aspen. 

Catholic Schools: 
Faith, Academics, Service

Amarillo—A reminder to those 
who have registered for the Sat-
urday, Feb. 11 RCIA Workshop: 
those who have yet to submit a 
registration form are asked to call 
Sister María Elena Ferrer, SSND, 
Coordination of Faith Formation 
for the Diocese of Amarillo at 383-
2243, ext. 113, to advise her of 
your plans to attend. The workshop 
will run from 9:00am to 3:00pm at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral, 1200 South 
Washington.

“This meeting has been sug-
gested by some of our RCIA lead-
ers in the diocese who want to 
further their understanding of the 

RCIA Workshop Reminder
RCIA process, get to know other 
RCIA Teams in our diocese and 
also have the opportunity to share 
among the participants,” said Sis-
ter María Elena.

In addition to Sister María Ele-
na, scheduled presenters include 
Deacon John and Laveta Peters 
and Davlyn Duesterhaus.

“If you have the Rite of Chris-
tian Initiation of Adults: Study 
Edition, please bring your copy to 
the workshop,” said Sister María 
Elena. 

Those attending are asked to 
make a $5.00 donation. Lunch will 
be served. 

Amarillo—Two Cursillo week-
ends for 2017 have been confirmed 
by Tania González, Lay Director 
for the Cursillo Movement in the 
Diocese of Amarillo.

Cursillo #563, for women, is 
set for Thursday, April 27 through 
Sunday, April 30. Cursillo #564, 
for men, is scheduled for Thurs-
day, Oct. 19 through Sunday, Oct. 
22. Both Cursillo weekends will 
take place at the Bishop DeFalco 
Retreat Center, 2100 North Spring. 

For more information about the 
Cursillo movement or to sign up 
for an upcoming weekend, please 
call González at 678-9162. 

2017 Cursillo Dates
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DIOCESAN  CATHOLIC 
YOUTH  CONFERENCE  DCYC

Friday April 21 

           -

   Sunday 23

AMARILLO

CIVIC CENTER

 

Friday Night

6:00pm – 10:00pm

Saturday 

9:00am – 11:00pm

Sunday

(Family Day)

Opening Prayer

9:00am - 11:00am

 Family Mass

Liturgy with Bishop Patrick J. Zurek

11:00am

Wonderland Park

1:00pm - 7:00pm

AKA YOUTH Rally 2017

Supported by United Catholic Appeal

For more information,
contact: your parish youth minister or the

Diocesan Youth Office at 806-383-2243 ext. 118
www.amarillodiocese.org/youth

#DCYCAmarillo
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St. Louis—Sister of Mercy Sis-
ter Mary Angelita Heinrich, who 
served as Superintendent of Cath-
olic Schools in the Diocese of Am-
arillo from 1979 to 1985, passed 
away Jan. 6. She was 91 years old. 

Mass was celebrated Jan. 10 
in the chapel of Catherine’s Resi-
dence, St. Louis. Interment was in 
Calvary Cemetery, St. Louis.

Born in Slaton, Sister Mary An-
gelita attended St. Joseph School. A 
high school dropout, Sister Xavier 
Price and Sister Angela Ryan took 

Sister Mary Angelita Heinrich, RSM: 1925-2017

Sister Mary Angelita Heinrich, 
RSM

interest in the young woman and 
Sister Angela took her into Mount 
St. Mary Academy in Oklahoma 
City at no cost. As a result, Sis-
ter Mary Angelita graduated from 
Mount St. Mary, entered the Sisters 
of Mercy and became a teacher and 
an archivist. She entered the Sis-
ters of Mercy on Sept. 8, 1943, in 
St. Louis and professed perpetual 
vows on Aug. 16, 1949.

Sister Mary Angelita went on 
to receive a Bachelor’s degree in 
Elementary Education from Incar-
nate Word College in San Antonio 
in 1963; a Master’s degree in Ed-
ucation Administration and Super-
vision from Our Lady of the Lake 
College in San Antonio in 1968; 
and a Master’s degree in Religious 
Education from St. Mary’s College 
in San Antonio in 1976.

In addition to her assignment in 
Amarillo, Sister Mary Angelita min-
istered as a teacher and principal at 
schools in Missouri. She also served 
in the development office and library 
at Mount St. Mary High School in 
Oklahoma; and, and as archivist for 
the Sisters of Mercy St. Louis Re-
gional Community for 11 years.

San Antonio—Catholic Life In-
surance conducted a drawing Jan. 14 
for the 2017 Catholic Life Insurance 
Catholic Schools Sweepstakes.

Each of the 59 schools who par-
ticipated in the sweepstakes were 
guaranteed to have a winner of a 
$1,000 Prepaid VISA Credit Card.

Two of the 59 schools who took 
part in the sweepstakes were from 
the Diocese of Amarillo:

• Holy Cross Catholic Acade-
my, Amarillo; and,

• St. Anthony School, Hereford.
The winner of the $1,000 Pre-

paid VISA Credit Card for Holy 
Cross Catholic Academy was a tick-
et sold by Kylie Alfaro, for HCCA. 
Vanessa Reyes was the winner of 
the $1,000 Prepaid VISA Credit 
Card for St. Anthony School. 

“We want to thank the many 
people who supported Holy Cross 
Catholic Academy during the CLI 
Catholic Schools Sweepstakes,” 
said Angi Seidenberger, Head of 
School at HCCA. “Our school sold 
8,107 tickets and received over 
$40,000, which helps to keep our 
school tuition one of the lowest in 

Local Winners Named In Sweepstakes
the state of Texas.

“The grand prize winner at Holy 
Cross for selling over 200 tickets 
was sixth grade student Flavio Alca-
ntar and the grand prize winner for 
selling over 100 tickets was eighth 
grade student Abigail Barnett. But 
the real winners are our students and 
families who are part of the HCCA 
community. Your support enables 
them to enjoy a Catholic education 
on the secondary level.”

In Hereford, St. Anthony School 
students sold 2,861 tickets, result-
ing in a profit of $14,305, accord-
ing to principal Ana Copeland.

Catholic Life Insurance President/
CEO J. Michael Belz said a record 
number of tickets were sold for the 
2017 Catholic School Sweepstakes.

“Students attending the 59 par-
ticipating Catholic schools sold 
more than 190,600 tickets this year 
and raised more than $953,000 
benefitting Catholic school edu-
cation, and they get to keep 100% 
of the funds raised,” he said. “This 
brings our program total to more 
than $7 million raised since the 
sweepstakes began in 2007.” 

The evening will also include 
Silent and Live Auctions. For more 
information, to purchase tickets, or 
to donate items for the Silent and 
Live Auctions, contact Frausto at 
383-2243, ext. 129, or 678-4673. 
Tickets can be purchased through 
the diocesan Respect Life Office 
and can also be purchased from 
any Knights of Columbus Council 
in the Diocese of Amarillo. 

Banquet... from page 1

Priests 
Birthdays

Priests of the Diocese of 
Amarillo celebrating birthdays 
during the month of February 
include:

Father José Ricardo 
“Richard” Zanetti, JCL

Feb. 1
Father Ed Sweeney

 Feb. 10
Father Jim Schmitmeyer

Feb. 10
Thanks for reading 

The West Texas 
Catholic
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St. Anthony School Begins Centennial Celebration

Additional photos from this Mass and the 
Catholic Schools Week Mass on Jan. 30 can 

be found on the diocesan website, 
www.amarillodiocese.org, 

under the Photo Albums header.

Bishop Patrick J. Zurek accepts the offertory gifts from sec-
ond grade students Emma Berend, front, and Macyn McNutt 
Jan. 29 during a Mass celebrating the 100th anniversary of St. 
Anthony School, Hereford, at St. Anthony’s Church. Looking 
on behind Bishop Zurek, left to right, are altar servers Camryn 
Blair and Azalea Alaniz, both students at St. Anthony School. 

Thomas Albracht, a member of the St. Anthony School, Her-
eford, Class of 1945, leads the Responsorial Psalm Jan. 29 
during a Mass celebrating the 100th anniversary of the school 
at St. Anthony’s Church, Hereford.

Cheryl Betzen plays the organ Jan. 29 during a Mass celebrating the 100th anniversary of St. 
Anthony School, Hereford, at St. Anthony’s Church.

Franciscan Sister of the Atonement Sister Loretta Bezner, center, a member of the St. An-
thony School, Hereford, Class of 1937, was honored Jan. 29 during a Mass at St. Anthony’s 
Church celebrating the 100th anniversary of St. Anthony School as the school’s Distinguished 
Graduate. Pictured to the left is Bishop Patrick J. Zurek and to the right is St. Anthony School 
principal Ana Copeland. The National Catholic Education Association Distinguished Graduate 
Award has been presented to a graduate of St. Anthony’s School each year since 1993. 

Thanks for reading The West Texas Catholic
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Amarillo—Bishop Patrick J. 
Zurek will celebrate the Rite of 
Election and the Call to Continu-
ing Conversion Sunday, March 5 
at 2:30pm at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
1200 South Washington. 

All participants in the Rite 
of Election and Call to Continu-
ing Conversion should be at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral by no later 
than 1:30pm to receive final in-
structions, according to Sister 
María Elena Ferrer, SSND, Co-
ordinator of Faith Formation for 
the Diocese of Amarillo.

 
“The celebration of the Rite of 

Election and Call to Continuing 
Conversion, which usually coin-
cides with the opening of Lent, 
also marks the beginning of the 
period of final, more intense prepa-
ration for the Sacraments of Initi-
ation, during which the elect and 
candidate will be encouraged to 
follow Christ with greater generos-
ity.” said Sister María Elena. “This 
step is called election because the 
acceptance made by the Church is 

Rite Of Election Set For March 5
founded on the election by God, 
in whose name the Church acts. 
The step is also called the enroll-
ment of names because as a pledge 
of fidelity the candidates inscribe 
their names in the book that lists 
those who have been chosen for 
initiation. The rite will also recog-
nize those adults who have already 
been baptized as Christians and 
now wish to profess their Faith as 
members of the Catholic Church. 
These Christians are called to on-
going conversion as they prepare 
to complete their sacramental ini-
tiation. These already-baptized 
adults are known as ‘candidates’ to 
distinguish them from the unbap-
tized catechumens.

Sister María Elena offers this 
simple explanation of the RCIA 
Process:

“The RCIA (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) is the process 
by which adults become Catholic. 
It is called a Process because it is 
a time of discerning and ritualiz-

ing stages of conversion within the 
faith journey of adults. 

“It is called a Rite because, 
starting with the Period of the 
Catechumenate, each period of 
the process is introduced by a rite 
which is celebrated with the wor-
shiping community.

“These Rites are open to those 
who have never been baptized, 
those who have been baptized in 
another Christian denomination 
and are interested in becoming 
Catholic, and those who were bap-
tized Catholic, but have not been 
catechized and have not received 
the Sacraments of Confirmation or 
Eucharist. 

“Those who participate in the 
process are called Catechumens, if 
they have never been baptized, or 
Candidates, if they have already 
been baptized.”

For more information about 
the Rite of Election, contact Sister 
María Elena at the Diocesan Pasto-
ral Center, 383-2243 ext. 113. 

Amarillo—All young men 
in the Diocese of Amarillo, high 
school juniors to those 25 years 
old, are invited to take part in a 
seminary discernment retreat at 
Conception Seminary in Concep-
tion, Mo.

The retreat weekend is entitled 
Encounter With God’s Call, and is 
set for Friday, March 31 through 
Monday, April 3, according to di-
ocesan seminarian Taylor Elzner.

“Encounter With God’s Call is 
an opportunity for young men to 
meet and hear from seminarians 
who have taken that step to apply 
and further discern whether they 
are called to priesthood,” said 
Elzner. “We will meet at 8:15am 
on March 31 in the parking lot at 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church at 
4100 South Coulter and return on 
April 3. All travel expenses and 
meals will be covered.”

Encounter participants will pray 
the Liturgy of the Hours and attend 
Sunday Mass with seminarians 
and monks. To conclude their vis-
it, they have the opportunity to sit 
in on classes with seminarians on 

Encounter With God’s Call March 31-April 2
Monday morning. Other parts of 
the program include:

• Seminarian testimonies;
• Small group discussions;
• Sports and social activities;
• Vocation Q and A Panel; and,
• Sunday Night Holy Hour.
In addition to these activities, 

the Amarillo delegation will take a 
tour of the chapel and relics chap-
el—with over 550 relics—at the 
nearby Benedictine Sisters Monas-
tery in Clyde, Mo. 

Last year, Conception Seminary 
welcomed over 150 young men 
from 14 different dioceses. All of 
them noted having positive experi-
ences during Encounter With God’s 
Call. Many of the current seminar-
ians attended an Encounter and 
express how helpful it was in their 
decision to apply to seminary.

Those wishing to attend the 
weekend retreat are encouraged 
to register in advance by calling 
Elzner at St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church, 358-2461 or via email, 
taylorelzner@gmail.com. Concep-
tion Abbey is located in northwest 
Missouri.Pray the Rosary... daily as a family...
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Preparing men today to become your parish priests tomorrow.
If you are discerning a vocation to the priesthood and need further information, 

please contact Rev. Gabriel Garcia, Vocations Director for the Diocese of Amarillo at 806-935-5002
or via email, frgabrielg@gmail.com 

Diocese of Amarillo
2016-2017 Seminarians

Prayer for a Seminarian
Lord Jesus Christ, our Great High Priest,

hear our prayers for his good man, in whose heart
you have planted the call to follow you.

Make him a shepherd after your own heart, 
a priest of gentle mercy and grace, a fervent 

preacher of the truth whose joy is found 
in embracing your Cross.

Make him holy, draw him close to you and
open his heart to hear your voice.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Oración por un Seminarista
Señor Jesucristo, nuestro sumo sacerdote, escucha nuestra 

oración por este buen hombre, en cuyo corazón tú has 
sembrado la invitación a seguirte.

Haz de él un pastor según tu propio corazón, un 
sacerdote misericordioso y lleno de tu gracia, un ferviente 

predicador de la verdad cuya alegría se encuentra en 
tomar tu Cruz.

Santifícalo, acércalo a ti y abre su corazón
para escuchar tu voz.

Te lo pedimos por Cristo nuestro Señor.
Amén.

Deacon Grant Spinhirne Johnnatan Ibarra Shane Wieck Taylor Elzner

Victor Hugo Andrade Father Gabriel Garcia

Vocations Director

Bishop Patrick J. Zurek
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Amarillo—The second of two 
Kolbe Prison Retreats scheduled 
this year will take place in March 
and volunteers are needed, accord-
ing to Deacon Jessie Guerrero, 
diocesan Prison Ministry Coordi-
nator. 

The retreat will take place 
Thursday, March 23 through Sat-
urday, March 25 at the Neal Unit.

Deacon Guerrero is seeking the 
support of 30 men from the Knights 
of Columbus, the ACTS Commu-

Second Kolbe Prison Retreat Scheduled
Amarillo—Tickets are still 

available for the 60th annual St. 
Joseph’s Smorgasbord, scheduled 
Sunday, Feb. 12 from 11:00am to 
2:30pm in the St. Joseph’s School 
cafeteria, at 4114 South Bonham. 

Tickets are $12.00 for adults 
and $5.00 for children ages five to 
ten. Children four and under eat 
free, according to parish spokes-
person Denice Haley. Takeouts 
will be available.

The Smorgasbord is an all-you-
can-eat event featuring the famous 
St. Joseph’s Swedish Meatballs, 
ham, turkey, all the fixings and 
a variety of desserts. There will 
also be a Country Store, featuring 
homemade bake goods, a Craft Ba-
zaar and a Silent Auction. 

Once again this year, frozen 
Swedish Meatballs will be for sale 
in the Country Store, while they 
last.

To find out more about the 
Smorgasbord or to donate items for 
the silent auction, call St. Joseph’s 
Church at 355-5621. Additional 
information on the Smorgasbord is 
also on the St. Joseph’s parish web-
site, www.stjosephamarillo.com.

Annual Smorgasbord Feb. 12

nity and the Cursillo Movement to 
make these retreats possible.

“We are asking for volunteers 
for these retreats and any assis-
tance to this ministry will be great-
ly appreciated,” he said. 

For additional information or 
to volunteer to be a team member 
on a Kolbe Retreat, please call 
Deacon Guerrero at 364-8432 or 
346-1502; Deacon Andy Gonzalez 
at 463-0262; Kent Hoelting at 679-
1725; or, Tino Frausto at 220-6049. 

St. Joseph’s Church, Amarillo, parishioners, left to right, Eli-
da Garcia, Diane Whitacker and Pam Aragon prepare Swedish 
Meatballs in this 2014 file photo for the annual St. Joseph’s 
Church Smorgasbord. Please see the story on this page and 
the full page advertisement on page 14 of this issue of The 
West Texas Catholic. (WTC file photo)

Canyon—The 26th annual 
Czech Sausage Dinner, sponsored 
by St. Ann’s Church, is set for 
Sunday, March 5 from 11:00am to 
2:00pm at the Parish Family Cen-
ter, 605 38th Street. 

The meal consists of Czech 
Sausage, sauerkraut, bread, parsley 
potatoes, cobbler and all the trim-
mings will be served to adults for 
$10.00 each and to children six and 
older for $5.00 each. Children five 

Annual Canyon Czech Sausage Dinner
and under eat free.

The dinner will also feature a 
drive-thru, with takeouts available. 
There will also be a country store, 
featuring a number of items, includ-
ing religious items. There will also 
be a drawing for a number of prizes. 

For more information about the 
dinner or to donate prizes for the 
drawings, please call the parish of-
fice during regular business hours 
at 655-3302.“We need no wings to go in search of God but have only 

to look upon God present within us.”
—St. Teresa of Avila

“What is prayer? It is the mind detached from earthly things and 
the whole heart pointed to that in which it hopes.”

—St. Isaac of Ninevah
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Colin Backus, with microphone, leads the fifth decade of the Rosary Jan. 28 during the annual 
Respect Life Mass and Walk. The event began with Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Amarillo, with 
more than 900 in attendance, followed by a walk to Sanborn Park, where participants prayed 
the Rosary. Pictured to the left is Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus Josh Correa and in be-
tween Correa and Backus is Gwen Johns. (WTC Photo)

Pat Behnke, left, with the Office of Communications in the Dio-
cese of Lubbock, looks over a binder of information preserved 
by Diocesan Archivist Susan Garner Jan. 10. Behnke, along 
with her husband Deacon Leroy Behnke, a former Director of 
Communications for both the Diocese of Amarillo and Lubbock, 
were presented 45 binders of information pertinent to the history 
of the Diocese of Lubbock. The binders contained correspon-
dence, photos, stories from The West Texas Register (now The 
West Texas Catholic) and other historic artifacts. (WTC Photo)Please pray for much needed rain!
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9

Sunday,  March  12
11:00am  to  3:00pm
Adult  meal  tickets  are  $13.00,
children’s  tickets  are  $6.00  
and  kids  six  and  under

eat  free.
Take-out  meals  will  also  be  

available  for  $13.00.
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St. Francis Catholic Church

Amarillo—A Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter weekend is sched-
uled Friday, March 31 through Sun-
day, April 2 at the Bishop DeFalco 
Retreat Center, 2100 North Spring. 

For over four decades, World-
wide Marriage Encounter has been 
a leading movement in offering 
married couples the gift of a Week-
end experience to enrich their re-
lationship. The Weekend is now 
offered in more than 90 countries. 

Here are several frequently 
asked questions about Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter:

What is a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter?

“The Worldwide Marriage En-
counter Weekend is a positive 
and personal experience offering 
married couples an opportunity to 
learn a technique of loving com-
munication that they can use for 
the rest of their lives. It is a chance 
to look deeply into their relation-
ship with each other and with God. 
It is a time to share their feelings, 
hopes and dreams with each other.

“The emphasis of the World-
wide Marriage Encounter weekend 
is on the communication between 
husbands and wives. The weekend 
provides a conducive environment 
for couples to spend time togeth-
er, away from the distractions and 
tensions of everyday life, while 
encouraging them to focus on each 
other and their relationship.

“It is not a retreat, marriage 
clinic, group sensitivity, or a sub-
stitute for counseling. It is a unique 
approach aimed at revitalizing 
Marriage. It truly is a marriage en-
richment program.”

What happens on a Worldwide 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend
Marriage Encounter Weekend?

“It is like many marriage enrich-
ment programs, however World-
wide Marriage Encounter is unique 
in that a series of presentations is 
given by a team of Catholic couples 
and a priest. Each presentation al-
lows you to look at yourself as an 
individual, and then to look at your 
relationship to those with whom 
you live and work and to whom 
you minister. Finally, you are led 
to look at your relationship with 
God, the Church as a whole, and 
the world. Married couples view all 
these relationships in terms of their 
own vocation, but the principles are 
freely applicable to the priesthood 
and religious life as well. The atmo-
sphere is relaxed and non-invasive. 
Most participants say they are hard-
ly aware of the others in attendance.

I have heard that dialogue is an 
important part of the Weekend…

“Dialogue is the communication 
technique taught on the Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend. A 
priest/religious who is making the 
Weekend dialogues with the priest 
on the ministry team, or another 
priest/religious who is also making 
the Weekend.”

Cost of the weekend is $100 per 
couple. Apply online at www.mea-
marillo.org by Friday, March 3 and 
receive an Early Bird discount off 
your application fee. For addition-
al information or to register, please 
contact Tung and Nanette Nguyen 
at 505-400-0617 or 505-463-0261 
or via email at nguyenswwme@
outlook.com. 

Interested couples can also con-
tact Rick and Bev Feller at 405-
323-9119 or via email at rbfeller@
gmail.com. 

Golden Jubilees Sought
If you were joined together in marriage between Jan. 1, 1967 
and March 31, 1967, The West Texas Catholic would like to 
honor you. Please send us a current photo or your wedding 

photo, your names, the date and location of your wedding and 
we will honor you in our 50th Anniversary Golden Tributes page 

in the Sunday, March 19 issue of The West Texas Catholic, 
free of charge. Please, no cellphone camera photos.

Send photos via email to westtexascatholic@gmail.com or via 
regular mail to: P.O. Box 5644, Amarillo, 79107. 

Please send a self-addressed stamped envelope with any mailed 
photos and we will return them after the issue date. 

Please put your name, address, phone number and email 
address on the back of your photo. 

The deadline to submit photos and information is 
Thursday, March 9.

Pampa—A limited number of 
tickets are available for the annual 
Parish Fundraiser for St. Vincent 
de Paul Church. This year’s event 
is set for Saturday, Feb. 11 from 
6:30pm to 11:30pm in the parish 
gym at 810 West 23rd Street. 

Tickets are $100 each, which 
includes a steak dinner for two, 
served from 7:15 to 8:15, dancing 
and a chance to win the top prize 
of a $5,000 VISA Gift Card. Sec-
ond prize is a $3,000 VISA Gift 
Card and third prize is a $2,000 
VISA Gift Card. The winners will 
be determined in a reverse draw-
ing, according to St. Vincent de 
Paul parishioner Pamela Zemanek. 

Annual Pampa Parish Fundraiser Saturday, Feb. 11
Only 500 tickets will be sold for 
the fundraiser.

The evening will include music, 
an auction, Calcutta boards and nu-
merous prizes. No one under the 
age of 21 will be admitted. 

For additional information, to 
purchase tickets or donate items 
for the auction, contact Zemanek at 
806-664-3568, Michael Zemanek at 
806-898-7145 or the St. Vincent de 
Paul parish office at 806-665-8933. 

In the Sunday, Feb. 19 issue of
The West Texas Catholic:

• Ash Wednesday Mass Schedules
• Lenten Norms

• Diocesan Calendar Update
• Twenty Something with Christina Capecchi

Advertising deadline is Monday, Feb, 6 at 5:00pm
Copy deadline is Noon on Thursday, Feb. 9
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Bishop s Gala
Please remember to save the date for the Sixth Annual

Friday May 5
Amarillo Country Club

Proceeds to benefit Holy Cross Catholic Academy, Amarillo

Live Auction      Casino
6:30 pm Social Hour and 7:30 pm Dinner

2017

Amarillo—Internationally 
known Catholic musicians Bob Hurd 
and Jaime Cortez will lead a three-
day OCP Choir Mission in the Di-
ocese of Amarillo Thursday, March 
23 through Saturday, March 25. 

“The Choir Mission focuses on 
the basic precepts of celebrating 
Eucharistic Liturgy within the par-
ish and will include principles for 
Liturgical preparation and music 
selection,” said Father Hector J. 
Madrigal, pastor of St. Joseph’s 
Church, Amarillo.

The Choir Mission will begin 
March 23 with a concert led by Hurd 
and Cortez, featuring English-speak-
ing and Spanish-speaking choirs of 
the Diocese of Amarillo. 

Activities continue the follow-
ing evening with the first of three 
workshops from 7:00 to 10:00 at 
the Diocesan Pastoral Center, 4512 
NE 24th. The first workshop will 
focus on the question, What do 
the Liturgical Documents teach us 

OCP Choir Mission March 23-25
about our role in the Eucharistic 
Liturgy? Topics of discussion will 
include:

• The Documents: Sing to the 
Lord and Constitution on the Sa-
cred Liturgy;

• Transformation from Musi-
cians and Performers to Ministers 
and Disciples;

• Appropriate music for the Lit-
urgy;

• Music at Mass: what to sing 
and when to sing it; and,

• Understanding the rhythm of 
the Eucharist.

Two workshops are scheduled 
Saturday, March 25, also at the Di-
ocesan Pastoral Center. The topic 
of the morning workshop is Pre-
paring Liturgy that invites Partic-
ipation from the Assembly. Among 
the subject matter to be covered 
includes:

• The Liturgical Year, Feasts 
and Solemnities;

• Planning for Sunday Mass; 
• Teaching New Music;

• Understanding the Assembly’s 
Needs;

• Growing the Parish Reper-
toire; and, 

• Appreciating Different Musi-
cal Styles.

The afternoon workshop will 
focus on Spirituality for Liturgical 
Musicians and Ministers and in-
clude discussion on:

• Praying as Musicians;
• Singing from a God-centered 

heart;
• Growing in Relationship to 

God;
• Dealing with Distractions and 

Discouragement; and, 
• Learning to Pray Always.

Bob Hurd has served as a 
teacher, composer and liturgist 
in various pastoral and academic 
settings, including Loyola Mary-
mount University in Los Angeles, 
the Franciscan School of Theology 
in Berkeley and St. Patrick’s Sem-
inary in Menlo Park, Calif. He cur-

rently teaches in the Graduate Pas-
toral Ministries Program of Santa 
Clara University.

Hurd began composing music 
shortly after Vatican II when the 
need arose for new music in the 
vernacular, music that the whole 
assembly could sing. Thus began 
45 years of composing music for 
the liturgy. He is also known as an 
early pioneer of bilingual and mul-
tilingual music, with compositions 
like Pan de Vida and Misa de las 
Américas. Hurd’s most recent col-
lection was a collaborative project 
of bilingual music with Eleazar 
Cortés and Jaime Cortez entitled 
Gracia y Amor/Grace and Love.

Jaime Cortez is a talented and 
popular composer, arranger and 
performer. Born in New York and 
raised in El Salvador, he is fluent in 
Spanish and has dedicated a portion 
of his ministry to promoting bet-
ter Hispanic liturgies and bringing 
cultures together for worship. The 

main instrument for Cortez is gui-
tar, though he is proficient in piano 
and other string instruments, such 
as charango, vihuela and bass gui-
tar. Cortez owns a bachelor’s degree 
in music composition from Arizona 
State University. He was named 
Pastoral Musician of the Year in 
2016 by the National Association of 
Pastoral Musicians (NPM).

Cortez is best know for the 
songs are Rain Down, Somos el 
Cuerpo de Cristo/We Are the Body 
of Christ (with Bob Hurd), and To-
day Our Savior Is Born. 

He has released five solo col-
lections with OCP, including Rain 
Down, Sacramentos, Adviento, 
Qué Alegría/I Rejoiced and Trans-
formation, his latest.

Additional information on reg-
istration and participating in the 
March 23 concert will be featured 
in the Sunday, Feb. 19 issue of The 
West Texas Catholic and on the di-
ocesan website, www.amarillodio-
cese.org.
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60TH

 
ANNUAL

 SMORGASBORD
 St. Joseph’s Catholic Church

Sunday, Feb. 12
 4114 South Bonham 

        11:00am - 2:30pm 

Tickets are $12.00 adults.  Tickets for children ages 5-10 are $5.00. 
Children four and under eat free.  

The Smorgasbord is an all-you-can-eat event featuring the famous St. 
Joseph’s Swedish Meatballs, ham, turkey, all the fixings and homemade 

desserts. 

Famous Swedish 
Meatballs 

SILENT AUCTION 

COUNTRY STORE 
Homemade Bake 

Goods 

$ 

CRAFT BAZAAR 

Take-outs 
Available – 

Meatballs for Sale 

ST. JOSEPH’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

4114 Bonham St.  
Amarillo 

www.stjosephamarillo.com 
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26ª Comida Anual 
de Salchicha Checa

Parroquia de Saint Ann
Salchicha Checa, Choucroute, Pan, Papas en Perejil,

Postre y todos los complementos

Domingo, 5 de Marzo 
11:00am – 2:00pm

Centro Parroquial Familiar
Calle 38 #605

665-3302

Servicio de entrega
de Platillos para Llevar

hasta su Auto

Rifa, Tienda Típica,
Artículos Religiosos

Adultos $10.00
Niños $5.00

Menores de 5 años comerán gratis

Díganos de sus Bodas de Oro
Si ustedes contrajeron matrimonio entre el 1o de enero de 1967 y 

31 de marzo de 1967, El West Texas Catholic desea felicitarlos.
Favor de enviarnos una foto reciente o una foto de su casamiento, 
sus nombres, la fecha y el lugar de su boda y los publicaremos en 
la página de Tributos a los Aniversarios Dorados en la edición del  

19 de marzo del West Texas Catholic, sin costo alguno.
Envíen las fotos por email a westtexascatholic@gmail.com o por 

correo postal a P.O. Box 5644, Amarillo, 79107. 
Favor de enviar un sobre con su nombre, dirección y estampillas 

con sus fotografías para poder regresárselas  
después de la fecha de publicación. 

Por favor escriban sus nombres, dirección postal, número de 
teléfono y su dirección de email al reverso de sus fotos. 

Se aceptarán fotos hasta el jueves, 9 de marzo al mediodía.

San Antonio—El Obispo 
Patricio Fernández Flores, cuarto 
arzobispo de San Antonio, el 
primer mexicoamericano elevado 
a la jerarquía de la Iglesia Católica 
en los Estados Unidos y quien 
consagró a los tres obispos más 
recientes que han servido a la 
Diócesis de Amarillo, falleció el 9 
de enero a la edad de 87 años.

El Arzobispo Gustavo García-
Siller, M.Sp.S, ofició en la Misa 
el 17 de enero en la Catedral San 
Fernando. El entierro fue en el 
Cementerio San Fernando II.

Patricio Fernández Flores 
nació el 26 de julio de 1929 en 
Ganado y fue el sexto de nueve 
hijos de Patricio Flores y Trinidad 
Fernández de Flores.

En la biografía, The Mariachi 
Bishop (El Obispo Mariachi), escrita 
por el Hermano Martin McMurtrey 
y publicada en 1987, el Arzobispo 
Flores admitió que él jamás hubiera 
perseverado en su largo camino hacia 
el sacerdocio sin la guía amistosa y 
determinada de la Hermana Benitia 
Vermeersch, CDP, fundadora de 
las Catequistas Misioneras de la 
Divina Providencia. Ella reconoció 
su talento y su vocación y en 1947 lo 
llevó a que lo entrevistara el Obispo 
Christopher Byrne de la Diócesis de 
Galveston-Houston. Animado por 
esa monja yese obispo, Flores cursó 
tres años de preparatoria en dos años 
y recibió honores académicos al 
mismo tiempo que estudiaba el latín, 
que en ese entonces era requisito 
para el seminario. 

Después de su ordenación al 
sacerdocio por el Obispo Wendelin 
Nold, el 26 de mayo de 1956 en la 
Diócesis de Galveston-Houston, 
el Padre Flores sirvió como 

Arzobispo Patricio Fernández Flores: 1929-2017
pastor asistente en la Parroquia 
Holy Name, fue pastor de la 
Parroquia del Ángel Guardián y 
de la Parroquia de San José y San 
Esteban, todas estas en Houston.

El Padre Flores destacó en 
el Cursillo y fue cofundador de 
PADRES (Padres Asociados para 
Derechos Religiosos, Educativos 
y Sociales), una organización 
dedicada a llamar la atención a 
los problemas de los hispanos 
en la iglesia y en la sociedad. En 
ese tiempo ambos movimientos 
hispanos causaban controversia.

En 1970, cuando el Delegado 
Apostólico del Vaticano en los 
EEUU, Luigi Raimondi lo llamó 
a Washington, el Padre Flores 
esperaba una reprimenda y no una 
promoción. Al contrario, el 5 de 
mayo él fue consagrado en San 
Antonio a la edad de 40 años como  
el primer obispo mexicoamericano 
en los Estados Unidos. El evento 
produjo tremenda muestra de 
devoción y admiración hispana. 
Su moto episcopal fue Laborabo 
non mihi sed ómnibus, “Laboro en 
beneficio de todos, no para mí”.

El 29 de mayo de 1978, el 
Obispo Flores fue instalado 
como prelado de la Diócesis de 
El Paso. Él sirvió en ese puesto 
sólo 15 meses, hasta octubre 
de 1979, cuando fue nombrado 
Arzobispo de San Antonio, que 
en ese entonces era la provincia 
eclesiástica más grande en los 
Estados Unidos. Fue instalado el 
13 de octubre de 1979.

El evento preeminente de los 
años en que el Arzobispo Flores 
fuese prelado de San Antonio fue 
la visita del Papa (ahora San) Juan 
Pablo II a la arquidiócesis el 13 

de septiembre de 1987, una de sus 
visitas a nueve ciudades del país.

El Santo Padre celebró Misa 

Obispo Patricio Fernández Flores

durante dos-horas-y-media con 
una congregación de 330,000 
personas en un campo al oeste de 
San Antonio, en donde ahora se 
encuentra John Paul Stephens High 
School. El número de fieles que se 
reunieron para esa liturgia sigue 
siendo el récord para la reunión 
más grande del estado de Texas.

Él sirvió más de 25 años como 
arzobispo y se jubiló el 29 de 
diciembre de 2004; dejó el puesto 
el 15 de febrero de 2005, cuando 
su sucesor, el Arzobispo José H. 
Gómez, fue instalado.

En una entrevista con el 
periódico Today’s Catholic, en 
preparación para su jubilación, 

alguien le preguntó al Arzobispo 
Flores lo que él recordaba 
más de sus años a cargo de la 
arquidiócesis.

Su respuesta fue, “Creo que todo 
mi sacerdocio; he sido sacerdote 
por 48 años y todo lo he amado. Si 
pudiera empezar de nuevo, lo haría 
sin titubear. Quizá pude haberme 
preparado mejor en lo académico 
y de otras maneras. Pero realmente 
he hallado gran satisfacción al ser 
simplemente un sacerdote—ser 
un obispo simplemente trae más 
responsabilidades. Me ha sido muy 
laborioso y satisfactorio. Así que me 
ha hecho feliz y seguiré siendo feliz”.
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Buscamos Ministros de Comunión
Amarillo—Si usted tiene 

interés en hacer ministerio llevando 
la Sagrada Comunión y apoyo a los 
pacientes y a sus familiares en el 
Hospital Northwest Texas y tal vez 
a Baptist Saint Anthony (BSA), 
llame a Davlyn Duesterhaus, 
Capellán en BSA, 212-4283; ó a 
Juanita Cruz, 463-2246.

Cenáculo de la Divina Misericordia
Amarillo—El Cenáculo de la 

Divina Misericordia se reúne el 
primero y el tercer jueves del mes a 
las 6:00pm en el Salón Saint Joseph 
de la Catedral Santa María, calle 
Washington 1200 Sur. Para más 
información llame a la Catedral 
Santa María, 376-7204.

Columbiettes Auxiliar #1450
Amarillo—El grupo femenil 

Columbiettes Auxiliar #1450 se 
reúne el segundo y el cuarto lunes 
del mes a las 7:00pm en el salón de 
Caballeros de Colón de la Catedral 
Santa María, calle Washington 
1200 Sur. Se van a reunir el lunes, 
13 de febrero. Damas católicas 
mayores de 17 años que deseen 
unirse a las Columbiettes Auxiliar, 
pueden llamar a la presidente, 
Verónica Almanza, 382-7800.

Encuentro de Prometidos
Amarillo—Las parejas que 

planean casarse en los próximos 
tres a seis meses en la Diócesis 
de Amarillo debieran asistir al 
primer Encuentro de Prometidos 
de 2017, el sábado 18 y domingo, 
19 de marzo en el Centro de 
Retiros Obispo DeFalco, calle 
Spring 2100 Norte. Para indagar 
detalles sobre el Encuentro de 
Prometidos, o para registrarse, 
llamen a Molly Villegas al Centro 
Pastoral, 383-2243, ext. 116.

Desayuno de Panqueques
Amarillo—Los Caballeros 

de Colón del Consejo #1450 en 
la Catedral Santa María servirán 
Desayuno de Panqueques el 
domingo, 19 de febrero de 
8:00 a 11:00am en el Centro de 
Actividades Monseñor Francis 
A Smyer, calle Washington 1200 
Sur. Su generoso donativo por el 
desayuno ayudará a las múltiples 
caridades, misiones y proyectos del 
Consejo #1450. 

Clase del Método Sinto-Térmico
Amarillo—La siguiente clase 

del método Sinto-Térmico para 
la Planificación Familiar Natural 
será a las 6:30pm los jueves, 23 

de febrero y 23 de marzo en el 
Salón Mariano de la Iglesia Saint 
Thomas the Apostle, calle Coulter 
4100 Sur. Para más información 
llame a Chrissy Acker, 654-2057.

Comida Mexicana en Friona
Friona—La Sociedad de 

Damas de la Iglesia Santa Teresa 
de Jesús tendrá su Comida 
Mexicana Anual el domingo, 5 de 
marzo de 11:00am a 2:00pm en el 
salón parroquial, ubicado junto a 
la iglesia, calle 17 #401 Oeste. El 
platillo de enchiladas, taco, arroz 
y frijoles, postre, chips, salsa y té 
costará $12.00 por adulto y $6.00 
por niño de diez años y menos. 
Para indagar detalles llamen a Lina 
Padilla, 806-265-7163.

Actividades del Centro de Retiros
Amarillo—Se invita al público 

a unirse al Grupo de Oración 
Contemplativa que se reúne cada 
martes del mediodía a 1:00pm en el 
Centro de Retiros Obispo DeFalco 
(BDRC), calle Spring 2100 Norte. 
El Centro de Retiros tendrá el 
siguiente Primer Miércoles el 8 de 
marzo de 7:00pm a 9:00pm. Para 
pedir más información, llamen a 
Linda Astuto al BDRC, 383-1811; 
ó visite www.bdrc.org.

Reserven la Fecha 1
Amarillo—Hombres católicos 

de 18 años y mayores tendrán la 
oportunidad de hacerse miembros 
de los Caballeros de Colón y 
de recibir el Primero, Segundo 
y Tercer Grados de Caballeros 
de Colón el sábado, 6 de mayo. 
Las actividades darán principio 
a las 8:30am y tendrán lugar en 
la Catedral Santa María, calle 
Washington 1200 Sur. El Consejo 
#1450 de Caballeros de Colón de la 
Catedral Santa María será anfitrión 
para estas ejemplificaciones. No 
se cobra por el Primer Grado. 
La ejemplificación al Segundo y 
Tercer Grado costará $25.00. Para 
más detalles, llame o envíe mensaje 
a Robert Isbell, 806-679-0008.

Próximos Retiros de ACTS
Amarillo—Habrá Retiro de 

ACTS (Adoración, Comunidad, 
Teología y Servicio) para Mujeres 
del jueves, 8 al domingo, 11 de junio 
en el Centro de Retiros Obispo 
DeFalco, calle Spring 2100 Norte. 
Obtenga su hoja de matrícula en 
la oficina de su parroquia o en el 
sitio de la Comunidad de ACTS 
www.ACTSAmarillo.org. Para 
más información llamen a April 
Fetterman, 806-681-0804.

Reserven la Fecha 2
Amarillo—La 5ª Conferencia 

Anual de Formación en la Fe para 
catequistas, líderes parroquiales y 
padres de familia será el sábado, 
5 de agosto en la Catedral Santa 
María, calle Washington 1200 Sur. 
Ya pronto habrá más detalles en el 
West Texas Catholic; en el sitio, 
www.amarillodiocese.org y por 
la Radio Católica San Valentín, 
1360AM, KDJW.

Recetas de la Sociedad Histórica 
Amarillo—Sigue en venta el 

libro de recetas de cocina, A Little 
Slice of Heaven, que compiló la 
Sociedad Histórica Católica. El 
libro contiene recetas del Obispo 
Patrick J. Zurek y de los sacerdotes 
y religiosos de la Diócesis de 
Amarillo. El ejemplar cuesta $7.50 
más $2.50 por el envío. Pídalos a:

The CHS Cookbook Project 
P.O. Box 5644

Amarillo, 79117-5644

Escriba su cheque a The Catholic 
Historical Society Cookbook 
Project, o a CHS Cookbook Project. 
Para mayor información, llamen 
a Susan Garner al Centro Pastoral 
Diocesano, 383-2243, ext. 120.
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La Oficina de la Coordinadora de Asistencia

a Víctimas en la Diócesis de Amarillo

Para expresar preocupaciones, hacer preguntas

o reportar abuso sexual comuníquense con:

Belinda Taylor

4200 Ridgecrest Drive, Suite B-8

Amarillo TX 79109

806-373-5232

806-372-1092

Fax: 806-372-7869

Por favor únanse a millones de personas del mundo 
entero que cada día rezan por las intenciones mensuales 
del Papa. Desde 1884 los miembros del Apostolado de 
Oración se han ofrecido a Dios por la salvación de almas, 
la Iglesia, las intenciones de todos los Apóstoles de 
Oración y las intenciones del Papa. El Santo Padre nos da 
dos intenciones cada mes—una es intención general y la 
otra es por las intenciones mundiales.

Febrero:

• Acoger a los necesitados. Por aquellos que están 
agobiados, especialmente los pobres, los refugiados y 
los marginados, para que encuentren acogida y apoyo 
en nuestras comunidades.

Intenciones del
Papa Francisco para 2017

 

Amarillo—La Cena y Baile 
Anual  de San Valentin a beneficio 
del fondo de construcción de la 
Iglesia del Santísimo Sacramento 
será el sábado, 11 de febrero en el 
Salón Parroquial Obispo Zurek, 
calle Bolton 2500 Sur.

Habrá  Cena de Bistec Rib Eye 
de 6:00pm a 8:00pm y baile de 
8:00pm a 1:00am con la música de 
DJ Lee y Tierra Extraña.

Los boletos cuestan $40 por 
persona o $75 por pareja y la mesa 
de lujo $500. Habrá oportunidades 
de ganar varios premios.

El número de asientos es 
limitado; adquieran sus boletos en 
la oficina parroquial de la Iglesia 
del Santísimo Sacramento durante 
horas de oficina o en la iglesia, 
después de las misas este domingo. 

Para indagar más, llamen a la 
oficina parroquial, 374-1132.

Adultos bautizados Católicos 
que ya recibieron los Sacramentos 
de Reconciliación y Eucaristía y 

desean recibir el 
Sacramento de 
la Confirmación, 
deben informarse 
leyendo el boletín 
de su parroquia o 
pidiendo detalles 

en su oficina parroquial para 
indagar cómo hacerlo.

• Entrevístense con el párroco 
o con quien él designe para ser 
aprobados para recibir instrucción 
y preparación para el sacramento.

El párroco o su delegado les 
dirá qué necesitan para recibir el 
sacramento y les dará información 
sobre la instrucción.

•  Quienes solicitan el Sacramento 
de la Confirmación deben traer una 
Fe de Bautismo auténtica.

• La preparación se llevará a 
cabo en cada parroquia.

•  Obtengan información sobre la 
fecha, hora y lugar para las sesiones 

Información para el Sacramento  
de la Confirmación de Adultos

Por la Hna. María Elena Ferrer, SSND
Amarillo—Invitamos a las 

parroquias y groupos católicos a 
contactar a la Oficina Diocesana 
de Comunicaciones para anunciar 
sus Comidas de Cuaresma y Cenas 
de Pescado Frito.

Los grupos que tendrán estos 
eventos pueden enviar email 
con la información pertinente a 
westtexascatholic@gmail.com. 
En la edición del domingo, 19 de 
febrero del West Texas Catholic 
publicaremos la lista de cenas para 
los viernes, 3 y 10 de marzo.

Anuncien sus Comidas de 
Cuaresma y Pescado Frito

de catecismo en sus parroquias 
y procuren asistir. Pedimos a los 
adultos que tomen al menos cinco 
(5) clases de dos horas cada clase.

• Los adultos que tomen las 
clases deben participar en un retiro 
de siete horas que culmina en la 
celebración de la Misa.

El Retiro de la Confirmación de 
Adultos será en la Catedral Santa 
María, calle Washington 1200 Sur, 
el sábado, 8 de abril. Empieza con 
matrícula a las 9:15am y termina a 
las 4:00pm con la Misa.

El Sacramento de la 
Confirmación se va a conferir 
a los adultos el sábado, 22 de 
abril en la Catedral Santa María 
durante la Misa que celebrará el 
Obispo Patrick J. Zurek. Pedimos a 
candidatos y padrinos que lleguen 
antes de las 10:00am para empezar 
la celebración a las 10:30.

La Hna. María Elena Ferrer, 
SSND es la Coordinadora de 
Formación en la Fe en la Diócesis 
de Amarillo.

Cena y Baile de la Iglesia  
del Santísimo Sacramento Amarillo—La 60ª Comida 

Smorgasbord tendrá lugar el 
domingo, 12 de febrero, de 
11:00am a 2:30pm en la Cafetería 
de la Escuela Saint Joseph, calle 
Bonham 4114 Sur.

Adultos $12.00 y niños de 
cinco a diez años $5.00; menores 
de cinco comerán gratis, informó 
Denice Haley, portavoz parroquial. 
Habrá platillos para llevar.

Vengan a comer hasta darse 
gusto y disfruten las famosas 
Albóndigas Suecas de San 
José, jamón, pavo con todos los 

Smorgasbord en San José, Febrero 12
complementos y variedad de 
postres. Habrá Tienda Típica en la 
que destacan Repostería Casera, 
Artesanías y Subasta en Silencio.

Nuevamente este año, la Tienda 
Típica venderá Albóndigas Suecas 
congeladas hasta que se acaben.

Para ver información adicional 
sobre el Smorgasbord o para 
donar artículos para la subasta 
en silencio, llame a la Iglesia 
San José, 355-5621. También 
hay información adicional en el 
apartado de la Iglesia San José, 
www.stjosephamarillo.com. 

Pampa—Ya venden boletos para 
la Recaudación Anual de la Iglesia 
de San Vicente de Paúl que tendrá 
lugar el sábado, 11 de febrero de 
6:30pm a 11:30pm en el gimnasio 
parroquial, calle 23 #810 Oeste.

Con el boleto de $100 podrán 
disfrutar cena para dos personas 
de 7:15 a 8:15; después habrá 
baile y la oportunidad de ganar 
una tarjeta VISA; primer premio 
con valor de $5,000, el segundo 
$3,000 y el tercero $2,000. Habrá 
un sorteo en reversa para escoger 

Recaudación Parroquial en Pampa, Febrero 11
a los ganadores, informó Pamela 
Zemanek de la parroquia. Se 
venderán solamente 500 boletos.

Esa noche habrá música, 
subasta, tableros de calcuta y 
muchos premios. No se admitirá a 
menores de 21 años.

Para más información, compra 
de boletos, o para donar artículos 
para la subasta, llamen a Zemanek, 
806-664-3568; a Michael 
Zemanek, 806-898-7145; o a la 
oficina parroquial de San Vicente 
de Paúl, 806-665-8933.

Hereford—Aún hay boletos 
en venta para la Gala anual de los 
Enamorados llamada “Sweetheart 
Ball”, la que patrocina el Consejo 
#8938 de Caballeros de Colón. La 
fiesta será el sábado, 11 de febrero 
de 6:00pm a medianoche en el 
Salón Parroquial de la Iglesia San 
José, calle Brevard 725.

Venderán sólo 150 boletos por 
adelantado a razón de $75 por 

Celebre el Amor en Hereford Feb. 11
pareja, dijo Carlos Ruiz, portavoz. 
Disfruten cena de 6:00 a 7:30 y 
baile con la música de Lucky Joe. 
Adquiera su boleto de cualquier 
miembro del Consejo #8938.

El total de la ganancia de esta 
actividad ayudará al Consejo 
#8938 a realizar sus múltiples 
proyectos. 

Para más información llame a 
Ruiz, 806-344-6432.

Amarillo—La Corte #2472 
de las Hijas Católicas de América 
de la Iglesia San Martín de 
Porres tendrá su Comida Anual 
de Enchiladas el domingo, 26 de 
febrero de 11:00am a 3:00pm en 
el salón parroquial, esquina de las 
calles 16 Noroeste y Adams. 

Los boletos de adulto cuestan 

Comida de Enchiladas por las Hijas Católicas

$8:00 y de niño de 12 años y menos, 
$4.00. El ingreso de la comida 
apoya las múltiples caridades de 
la Corte #2472, informó Gracie 
Lineman, portavoz.

Para más información sobre la 
comida o las Hijas Católicas de 
América, Corte #2472, llame a 
Lineman, 236-5883.

Pampa—La 65ª Comida Anual 
de Salchicha Polaca que sirven los 
Caballeros de Colón del Consejo 
#2767 de la Iglesia San Vicente de 
Paúl será el domingo, 5 de marzo 
de 11:00am a 2:00pm en el Salón 
Columbus Home Association, calle 
Cuyler 318 Norte.

Servirán Salchicha Polaca, 
frijoles, ensalada de papas, 
ensalada de col y postre. Boletos en 
preventa cuestan $12, a la entrada 
$14; los niños menores de seis años 
comerán gratis.

Habrá platillos para llevar 
y servicio de entrega a su auto, 
informó Kenny Gerber, portavoz.

Para mayores informes llame 
a la Iglesia San Vicente de Paúl, 
806-665-8933; ó llame a Gerber, 
806-662-0952.

Salchicha Polaca en 
Pampa, Marzo 5
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Calendario de 
Jamaicas

Las Iglesias, Escuelas y Entidades 
Católicas pueden enviar email 
a westtexascatholic@gmail.com 
para anunciar jamaicas, comidas 
y eventos como servicio público. Si 
no se indica otro local, los eventos 
tendrán lugar en sus parroquias.

SÁBADO FEBRERO 11
Amarillo—Cena y Baile Anual 

de San Valentín, Salón Parroquial 
Obispo Zurek, Iglesia del Santísimo 
Sacramento

Hereford—Gala Sweetheart Ball, 
patrocinada por el Consejo #8938 
de Caballeros de Colón, Salón 
Parroquial de la Iglesia San José

Pampa—Recaudación Parroquial 
anual, Iglesia San Vicente de Paúl
DOMINGO FEBRERO 12

Amarillo—Smorgasbord anual 
de la Iglesia San José
DOMINGO FEBRERO 26

Amarillo—Comida Anual de 
Enchiladas, Iglesia San Martín de 
Porres 

Hereford—Subasta anual de la 
Organización de Padres y Maestros 
(PTO), gimnasio de la Escuela 
Saint Anthony

Stratford—Comida Anual de 
Salchicha Alemana a beneficio 
de la Iglesia San José, Sherman 
County Barn
DOMINGO MARZO 5

Canyon—26ª Comida Anual de 
Salchicha Checa, Iglesia Saint Ann

Friona—Comida Mexicana 
Anual, Iglesia Santa Teresa de Jesús

Pampa—65ª Comida Anual de 
Salchicha Polaca a beneficio del 
Consejo #2767 de Caballeros de 
Colón de la Iglesia San Vicente 
de Paúl, salón Columbus Home 
Association
DOMINGO MARZO 12

Amarillo—Comida Anual de 
Salchicha Alemana, Iglesia Saint 
Francis of Assisi
SÁBADO, ABRIL 1 

Dumas—Fiesta Anual estilo 
Nueva Orleans a beneficio del 
Consejo #5061 de Caballeros de 
Colón de la Iglesia San Pedro y San 
Pablo, Willie’s Dance Hall  
DOMINGO, ABRIL 23 

Clarendon—Comida Anual de 
Barbacoa de la Iglesia Saint Mary 
en su Salón Parroquial
SÁBADO ABRIL 29

Amarillo—Recaudación Anual 
Boots and Bling, Catedral Santa 
María

Ofrezcamos oraciones por estos clérigos de la Diócesis de 
Amarillo fallecidos durante el mes de febrero:

Padre Leo Lavoie, Feb. 3, 1978
Monseñor Stanley Crocchiola, Feb. 6, 1996
Padre Elmer J. Toups, CSsR, Feb. 7, 1995
Padre Norman Boyd, S.A., Feb. 10, 2015

Padre Michael Dermot O’Brien, Feb. 11, 1978
Diácono Héctor Gallegos, Feb. 11, 2013

Diácono Floyd Ashley, Feb. 11, 2015
Padre William M. Hammond, Feb. 13, 1971

Padre William Blakeslee, Feb. 14, 1975
Diácono Richard Morris, Feb. 14, 1995

Padre Francis R. Crowe, O.P., Feb. 16, 2010
Padre Raymond Gillis, S.A., Feb. 20, 1988

Padre Bernard Cletus McGorry, S.A., Feb. 20, 1992
Diácono Raymond Solano, Feb. 23, 2000

Diácono Richard Riley, Feb. 23, 2009

Amarillo—El Obispo Patrick 
J. Zurek celebrará el Rito de 
Elección y Llamado a Continuar en 
Conversión el domingo, 5 de marzo 
a las 2:30pm en la Catedral Santa 
María, calle Washington 1200 Sur.

Todos los participantes en el 
Rito de Elección y Llamado a 
Continuar en Conversión deben 
estar en la Catedral Santa María 
antes de la 1:30pm para las 
instrucciones finales, informó la 
Hna. María Elena Ferrer, SSND, 
Coordinadora de Formación en la 
Fe en la Diócesis de Amarillo.

“La celebración del Rito de 
Elección y Llamado a Continuar 
en Conversión coinciden con el 
inicio de la Cuaresma y denotan el 
principio del periodo final y más 
intenso de preparación para los 
sacramentos de iniciación, cuando 
se exhorta a elegidos y candidatos 
a seguir a Cristo con mayor 
generosidad”, dijo la Hna. María 
Elena. “A este paso se le llama 
elección porque la aceptación que la 
Iglesia hace se basa en la elección 
que Dios hace y en cuyo nombre 
actúa la Iglesia. A este paso también 
se le llama la inscripción de nombres 
porque en voto de fidelidad, los 
candidatos escriben sus nombres 
en el libro de aquellos que han sido 
elegidos para la iniciación. El rito 
también reconocerá a los adultos 
ya bautizados cristianos que desean 
profesar su Fe como miembros de la 
Iglesia Católica. Se convoca a estos 

Rito de Elección: Domingo 5 de Marzo
cristianos a la conversión continua 
mientras se preparan para completar 
su iniciación sacramental. A los 
adultos ya bautizados se les llama 
‘candidatos’ y así se les distingue 
de los catecúmenos que aún no han 
sido bautizados.

La Hermana María Elena 
ofrece esta explicación sencilla del 
Proceso del RICA:

“El RICA (Rito de Iniciación 
Cristiana de Adultos) es el proceso 
por el cual los adultos se hacen 
católicos. Es Proceso porque es 
tiempo para discernir y dar rito 
a las etapas de conversión dentro 
del camino de fe de los adultos. Es 
Rito porque desde que empieza con 
el Periodo del Catecumenado, cada 
periodo del proceso se introduce 
con un rito que se celebra rindiendo 
culto con la comunidad.

“Estos Ritos se ofrecen a 
quienes no han sido bautizados, 
a quienes ya fueron bautizados 
en una denominación cristiana 
y tienen interés en hacerse 
católicos, y a quienes fueron 
bautizados católicos pero no 
han recibido los Sacramentos de 
Confirmación o Eucaristía. A 
quienes participan en el proceso se 
les llama Catecúmenos si no están 
bautizados o Candidatos si ya están 
bautizados”.

Para más información sobre el 
Rito de Elección, llame a la Hna. 
María Elena al Centro Pastoral 
Diocesano, 383-2243, ext. 113.

Amarillo—Ya se fijaron las 
fechas para dos Cursillos en 2017, 
anunció Tania González, Directora 
Laica del Movimiento de Cursillo 
en la Diócesis de Amarillo.

El Cursillo de mujeres #563 
será del jueves 27 al domingo 30 
de abril. El Cursillo de hombres 
será del jueves 19 al domingo 22 de 
octubre. Los dos Cursillos tendrán 
lugar en el Centro de Retiros 

Cursillos en 2017
Obispo DeFalco, calle Spring 2100 
Norte.

El Cursillo se conduce en 
español completamente, informó 
González; por eso sugiere que 
todos los participantes dominen 
el español para poder captar el 
mensaje que se presenta.

Para mayores informes sobre el 
Movimiento del Cursillo, llamen a 
González, 678-9162.

Salchicha Alemana en Stratford, Feb. 26
Stratford—La comida Anual de 

Salchicha Alemana a beneficio de 
la Iglesia San José será el domingo, 
26 de febrero de 11:00am a 2:00pm 
en el Sherman County Barn, por la 
Carretera 287 al Este.

Servirán a adultos por $8.00 y 
a niños de cinco años y mayores 
por $6.00; niños de cuatro años y 
menores comerán gratis.

Servirán la Salchicha Alemana 
Tradicional y también Salchicha 
con Jalapeño, informó Heather 
Braden, portavoz parroquial. 
Venderán salchicha para llevar, 
cocida o cruda; la salchicha cocida 
por $6.00 la libra y la salchicha 
cruda por $5.00 la libra. Para 
indagar detalles de la comida 
llamen a Braden, 806-366-3224.

Oremos por nuestra nación y por nuestros 
gobernantes. Pidamos que Dios los guíe para 
defender la Vida, la Familia, el Matrimonio,  
la Dignidad Humana y la Libertad Religiosa.
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Priests of the Diocese of 
Amarillo observing their 
ordination anniversaries in the 
month of February include:

Father Arokiaraj “Raj” 
Malapady

Feb. 6, 2000
Father Ron Matthews

Feb. 7, 1975

Ordination 
Anniversaries

Catholic Daughters of America Court #2472
at St. Martin de Porres Church, Amarillo

Sunday, Feb. 26 
11:00am to 3:00pm

St. Martin de Porres Church Parish Hall
Corner of Northwest 16th and Adams

Adults $8.00
Children 12 and under $4.00

Proceeds from the dinner will benefit the many
charitable efforts of Court #2472

For more information,
please contact Gracie Lineman at 236-5883

Annual
Enchilada
Dinner

Amarillo—Five opportunities 
remain to take the course on The 
Trinity, The Community of God/La 
Santísima Trinidad, Comunidad 
en Dios, according to Sister María 
Elena Ferrer, SSND, coordinator of 
the Diocesan Office of Faith For-
mation. 

While catechists in the Diocese 
of Amarillo are encouraged to take 
advantage of this on-going Faith 
Formation opportunity, the course 
is open to any and all wishing to 
attend, which are being offered 
throughout the Diocese of Ama-
rillo between now and Saturday, 
March 25.

All presentations will be taught 
from 9:30am to 12:30pm, accord-
ing to Sister María Elena.

The Trinity course is the final of 
eight segments in a series of cours-
es for the Faith Formation Basic 
Certification, which began its sec-
ond go-round in the Fall of 2013 
with Introduction to the Scriptures, 
followed by Prayer—The Four 
Types of Prayer; Morality; the Sac-
raments of Initiation; Sacraments 
of Healing; Ministry of Catechesis; 
and, The Liturgy/La Liturgia, 
which was offered last fall. Of the 
seven presentations offered this 
winter, three will be in Spanish. 

The remaining schedule for The 
Trinty, The Community of God/La 
Santísima Trinidad, Comunidad en 
Dios are:

• Saturday, Feb. 25, in English 
for the South Deanery at San Jose 
Church, 735 Brevard in Hereford. 
The facilitator will be Father Tony 

Trinty Course Resumes Saturday, Feb. 25
Neusch, pastor at St. Anthony’s 
Church, Hereford;

• Saturday, March 4, in English 
and Spanish for the Central Dean-
ery at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 1200 
South Washington, Amarillo. Sis-
ter María Elena Ferrer, SSND, will 
instruct the course in English while 
Father Jose Ricardo “Richard” Za-
netti, JCL, pastor of St. John the 
Evangelist Church, Borger, will be 
the Spanish instructor; and, 

• Saturday, March 25, in English 
and Spanish for the North Deanery 
at Sts. Peter and Paul Church, 900 
Bruce, Dumas. Sister Marie André 
Miszewski, SSND, will facilitate the 
course in English and diocesan Sem-
inarian Victor Andrade will facilitate 
the course in Spanish.  

“There is no charge for this 
course,” said Sister María Elena. 
“All catechists in the Diocese of 
Amarillo who need this segment are 
expected to attend.  We want to par-
ticularly encourage catechists who 
need this one segment to complete 
their basic certification to attend. 
We ask that participants bring a pen 
and pad and choose a date that is 
convenient to them. Make plans to 
attend this course and receive your 
certificate of attendance.”

For more information, please 
contact your parish DRE or Sister 
María Elena Ferrer, SSND, coor-
dinator of the Diocesan Office of 
Faith Formation at the Diocesan 
Pastoral Center, 806-383-2243, ext. 
113. Additional information can 
also be found on the diocesan web-
site, www.amarillodiocese.org. 

Terry Barber, founder of Lighthouse Media, conducted two 
events Jan. 21 in Monsignor DiBenedetto Hall at St. Hyacinth 
Church, Amarillo. He is shown here during a morning work-
shop based on his recent book, How to Share Your Faith with 
Anyone: A Practical Manual for Catholic Evangelization. Later 
that evening, Barber gave a presentation on how to prepare to 
be an evangelist and effective strategies for inviting friends 
and family to deepen their Faith in Christ. (WTC Photo)

Amarillo—Tickets are still 
available for a Meat Raffle, being 
conducted by St. Faustina Circle at 
St. Hyacinth Church. Tickets are 
$10.00 each and the drawing will 
take place Thursday, Feb. 9.

The winner of the raffle will 
have their choice of all-beef or 
pork and chicken. The all-beef 
package contains six lbs. of round 
steak, six lbs. of boneless shoulder 
roast, three lbs. of stew meat and 
ten lbs. of 80% lean ground beef. 

The pork and chicken package 
contains five lbs. of bacon, four 
lbs. of center cut pork chops, four 
lbs. of breakfast sausage, five lbs. 
of breaded chicken strips and two 
lbs. of calf liver (optional). 

Proceeds from the Meat Raffle 
will benefit the numerous charita-
ble efforts of St. Faustina Circle. 
For additional information or to 
purchase tickets, please contact 
Jeanie Burney at 371-7131. 

Meat Raffle Drawing Feb. 9

Hereford—The annual Sweet-
heart Ball, sponsored by Knights 
of Columbus Council #8938 at San 
Jose Church, is set for Saturday, Feb. 
11 from 6:00pm to midnight in the 
San Jose Parish Hall at 725 Brevard.

Advance tickets are $75 per 
couple and tickets will not be avail-
able at the door, according to Car-
los Ruiz, Council #8938 spokes-
person. Only 150 tickets will be 
sold and are available from any 
member of Council #8938. 

The $75 ticket includes a meal, 
which will be served from 6:00 to 
7:30 and dancing for one couple. 
Providing music for the ball will 
be Lucky Joe. 

All proceeds from the evening 
will benefit the numerous projects 
of Council #8938. For additional 
information, please call Ruiz at 
344-6432.

Annual Hereford 
Sweetheart Ball Feb. 11

Pampa—The 65th annual Polish 
Sausage Dinner, served by Knights 
of Columbus Council #2767 at 
St. Vincent de Paul Church, will 
take place Sunday, March 5 from 
11:00am to 2:00pm at the Knights’ 
Hall at 318 North Cuyler. 

The menu will include Polish 
Sausage, beans, potato salad, cole-
slaw and dessert. Advance tickets 

Pampa Polish Sausage Dinner
are $12.00 each and $14.00 at the 
door the day of the meal. Children 
six and under eat free. 

Takeouts and drive-through ser-
vice will be available, according to 
spokesperson Kenny Gerber. 

For more information, call St. 
Vincent de Paul Church at 806-
665-8933 or Gerber at 806-662-
0952. 

“Let us believe in Jesus, who saves not only the 
body, but also the soul from death, and let us observe 
in our works what we believe, so that by believing we 
may have eternal life in His name, for He lives and 
reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit throughout 
all ages of ages.”

—St. Bede the Venerable

“Nothing is hidden from the Lord Jesus, 
but even our secrets are close to Him. Let 
us then do everything in the knowledge that 
He is dwelling within us, so that we may be 
His temples and He may be God within us.”

—St. Ignatius of Antioch
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We accept all other funeral home pre-arranged plans.

Local families
honoring your

loved ones.

A Prayer For Religious Liberty

Almighty God, Father of all nations, 
 for freedom you have set us free in Christ Jesus  
 (Gal 5:1). 
We praise and bless you for the gift of religious liberty, 
 the foundation of human rights, justice, and the  
 common good. 
Grant to our leaders the wisdom to protect and promote  
 our liberties; 
By your grace may we have the courage to defend   
 them, for ourselves and for all those who live in  
 this blessed land. 
We ask this through the intercession of Mary 
 Immaculate, our patroness  and in the name of
 your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in the   
 unity of the Holy Spirit, with whom you live  
 and reign, One God forever and ever.

      Amen.

Hereford—It’s an auction 
that’s been billed to have a little bit 
of everything. 

The proceeds from this auction 
of a little bit of everything will go 
toward Catholic education.

It’s the annual Parent Teacher 
Organization (PTO) Auction to ben-
efit St. Anthony School, set for Sun-
day, Feb. 26 at 120 West Park Ave. 

Activities begins at noon with 
hamburgers and sausage wraps. 
Cost of the meal is by donation, 
according to St. Anthony School 
spokesperson Elaine McNutt. 

There will also be a silent and 
live auction. The live auction will 
include class projects, numerous 
gift certificates, ribeye rolls, farm 
equipment, electronics, a photog-
raphy package, power tools and 

hand tools. 
In the past several years, there has 

been over 500 items annually on the 
auction block, according to McNutt.

“Proceeds from the auction will 
be used for school improvements,” 
she said. “In the past, monies raised 
from the auction have been used to 
purchase new windows in the gym, 
cafeteria, school and library. We’ve 
also used money for renovating the 
school kitchen and updating the 
technology department.”

Donations are being accepted 
for both the live and silent auc-
tions. To donate an item for either 
auction, for more information or to 
make a financial donation, contact 
Audrey Meador at 282-3310 or 
Mary Ann Ramirez at the St. An-
thony School office at 364-1952.

Annual Hereford PTO Auction Feb. 26

Amarillo—Living Unity in Fam-
ily Life is the title of a Family Work-
shop, sponsored by the Focolare 
Movement, set for Saturday, March 
18 from 10:00am to 4:00pm in Mon-
signor Tash Hall at St. Thomas the 
Apostle Church, 4100 South Coulter.

The keynote speaker will be 
Tom Rowley, author of the book 5 
Steps to Great Parenting. 

The workshop will focus on a 

Focolare Movement To Host March 18 Event
presentation on his book, which 
contains simple yet extremely 
important ideas for raising a fam-
ily that unfold like a conversation 
around the kitchen table.

Cost of the workshop is $10.00 
per person or $20.00 per family, 
which includes lunch. Register for 
the workshop at www.register.foco-
lare.us/list-of-events. A program for 
children and youth will be provided. 

Elias Diaz, Director of Maintenance for the Diocese of Amarillo, cuts fallen limbs Jan. 17 north 
of the Capuchin Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament and Our Lady of Guadalupe, Amarillo. 
According to Diaz, a number of trees at the Capuchin Monastery, the Bishop DeFalco Retreat 
Center and Alamo North Gym were affected by an ice storm that took place throughout the 
Texas Panhandle the weekend of Jan. 14-15. (WTC Photo)
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DEADLINES
Issue Date Deadline
Feb. 19 Feb. 9
March 5 Feb. 23
March 19 March 9
April 2 March 23
April 16 April 6
May 7 April 27
May 21 May 11

The deadline for photos, story 
ideas and advertisements is 

noon on deadline day.

Amarillo—The annual Enchi-
lada Dinner, sponsored by Catholic 
Daughters of America Court #2472 
at St. Martin de Porres Church has 
a new date.

The dinner will now be served 
on Sunday, Feb. 26 from 11:00am 
to 3:00pm at the parish hall on the 
corner of NW 16th and Adams. 

Adult meal tickets are $8.00 and 

New Date Announced For Enchilada Dinner
children ages 12 and under will be 
served for $4.00. Proceeds from 
the dinner will benefit the many 
charitable efforts of Court #2472, 
according to spokesperson Gracie 
Lineman. 

For additional information about 
the dinner or Catholic Daughters of 
America Court #2472, please con-
tact Lineman at 236-5883. 

Stratford—The annual Ger-
man Sausage Dinner to benefit St. 
Joseph’s Church is set for Sunday, 
Feb. 26 from 11:00am to 2:00pm 
at the Sherman County Barn, off 
Highway 287 to the east. 

Adult dinner plates are $8.00 
each, children ages five and older 
are $6.00 each and children four 
and under eat free. 

In addition to traditional Ger-

Stratford German Sausage Dinner
man Sausage, Jalapeno Sausage 
will also be served, according to 
parish spokesperson Heather Bra-
den. Sausage to go will also be 
on sale, as will cooked and un-
cooked sausage, sold by the pound. 
Cooked sausage is $6.00 per pound 
and uncooked sausage will be sold 
for $5.00 per pound.

Find out more about the dinner 
by calling Braden at 806-366-3224.

Diocesan Youth Director Oscar Guzman looks over email Jan. 16 on the first day of business at 
the new Diocesan Pastoral Center at 4512 NE 24th. Pastoral Center employees spent the week 
before relocating their offices from the former Pastoral Center building at 1800 North Spring 
to the new facilities. Bishop Patrick J. Zurek will dedicate the new Pastoral Center building on 
Saturday, Feb. 25—please see the related story on page 3 of this issue. (WTC Photo)

Amarillo—Additional dates for 
Advocacy Training, part of Com-
prehensive Youth Ministry 101, 
has been scheduled in the Diocese 
of Amarillo, according to Oscar 
Guzman, Diocesan Youth Director. 

The dates are:
• Sunday, Feb. 19, 2:00pm to 

4:00pm and Tuesday, Feb. 28, 
6:00pm to 8:00pm, both in Meeting 
Room C of the Conference Center 
at the Diocesan Pastoral Center, 
4512 NE 24th, Amarillo; and,

• Monday, March 20, 6:00pm to 
8:00pm for the East Deanery at St. 
John the Evangelist Church, 201 
St. John’s Road, Borger; and,

• Saturday, April 1, 10:00am to 
noon for the South Deanery at St. 
Anthony’s Church, 115 North 25 
Mile Ave., Hereford.

Pastors, Associate Pastors, Dea-
cons, Youth Ministers Coordina-
tors, Prospective Youth Ministry 

Advocacy Training Sessions Scheduled
Leaders, Directors of Religious In-
formation, Youth Ministry Teams 
(Volunteers) and Youth Ministry 
Leaders (Quinceañera, RCIA, Lit-
urgy etc.) are invited to take part in 
these training sessions. 

“These Advocacy Training ses-
sions will interpret the needs of 
youth and their families, especially 
the social problems facing them and 
acting with or on behalf of youth 
and their families for a change in 
the systems (policies, procedures, 
programs) which create or contrib-
ute to the social problems; inviting 
them to address the social problems 
that they face,” said Guzman.

Those planning to attend are 
asked to RSVP eight days prior 
to each training session by calling 
Guzman at 383-2243, ext. 118. Ad-
ditional information can also be 
found at www.amarillodiocese.org/ 
diocesan-youth-ministry-training. 

Amarillo—Comprehensive 
Youth Ministry Training 101 will 
be offered Tuesday, March 21 from 
6:00pm to 8:00pm in Meeting 
Room C of the Conference Center 
at the Diocesan Pastoral Center, 
4512 NE 24th. 

“This workshop helps parish 
leaders come to fuller understand-
ing of comprehensive youth min-
istry as outlined in Renewing the 

Comprehensive Youth Ministry 101

Vision:  A Framework for Catholic 
Youth Ministry (USCCB, 1997),” 
said Diocesan Youth Director Os-
car Guzman. “The workshop ex-
plores the ways that a parish can 
effectively minister to young peo-
ple within the context of the par-
ish, including the family and wider 
community.”

Find out more by calling Guz-
man at 383-2243, ext. 118. 

Amarillo—The early bird 
deadline has passed, but registra-
tion continues for the annual Di-
ocesan Catholic Youth Conference 
(DCYC), aka Youth Rally 2017. 
This year’s rally is scheduled Fri-
day, April 21 to Sunday, April 23 in 
the North Exhibit Hall of the Am-
arillo Civic Center at 401 South 
Buchanan.

Registration is $35 per person, 
or $45 per person at the door. The 
conference is open to all youths in 
grades 7-12, according to Diocesan 
Youth Director Oscar Guzman. 

The theme of this year’s DCYC 
is “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me.” (Phi-
lippians 4:13)

The conference will run from 
6:00pm to 10:00pm on April 21 
and from 9:00am to 11:00pm on 
April 22. 

A third day is being added to the 

Registration Continues For Annual DCYC
conference this year, which will in-
clude a Family Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Patrick J. Zurek on April 23 
at 11:00am. 

“It is time to come together in 
the Diocese of Amarillo to cel-
ebrate our Lord Jesus Christ as 
the young church,” said Guzman. 
“We invite you to get ready for an 
awesome time with God in fellow-
ship with other youth, which will 
include motivational keynotes, 
workshops, Eucharistic Liturgy 
with Bishop Patrick J. Zurek and 
the whole Diocese of Amarillo As-
sembly, a powerful time of Eucha-
ristic Exposition and Adoration, 
all concluding with a good time at 
Wonderland Park.”

Scheduled speakers at DCYC 
2017 include Disciple of the Lord 
Jesus Christ Sister Mary Gianna 
Thornby; best-selling Catholic 
author and international speaker 

Ruben Quezada; international-
ly-known recording artist Amanda 
Vernon; and, musician Bob Le-
snefsky, aka, Righteous B. 

Serving as the house band will 
be Jon Dooley and the St. Vincent 
de Paul Praise Band.

Additional information on the 
annual DCYC will be featured in 
The West Texas Catholic; on the 
diocesan website at www.amaril-
lodiocese.org/youth; on diocesan 
social media; and, on St. Valentine 
Catholic Radio, 1360AM, KDJW. 

For additional information or 
to register for DCYC 2017 please 
contact your parish youth minister 
or the Diocesan Youth Office at 
383-2243, ext. 118. 
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Catholic Student Center at 
West Texas A&M University

2610 4th Avenue
Canyon, 79015
806-655-4345

www.wtcsc.com
Father S. Christopher Schwind, 

Chaplain/Executive Director
Betty Aragon, 

Assistant Director

Mass and Activity Schedule:
Sundays:

5:30pm, Mass
6:30pm, Dessert 

Mondays:
9:00am-6:00pm, Adoration
Free lunch at noon

Wednesdays:
4:30pm, Confession
5:30pm, Catholic U
6:30pm, Mass
7:00pm, Free Home-cooked Meal
7:30pm, Activity

Thursdays:
7:00pm, Rose Garden/Thorn Bush

Panhandle—The School Sis-
ters of St. Francis invite the pub-
lic to join them for an evening of 
prayer, fun and fellowship on the 
first Monday of each month, be-
ginning Feb. 6. The evening will 
be from 6:30 to 8:00, beginning in 
Our Lady of the Angels Chapel at 
Sancta Maria Convent, 119 Fran-
ciscan Way. 

The evening, Pax et Bonum 
(Peace and All Good), is an op-
portunity for the School Sisters of 
St. Francis to share the beauty of 
Franciscan Spirituality and a taste 
of the prayer life that helps to keep 
them grounded and centered in 
Christ, according to Sister Mary 
Ana Steele.

“Peace and joy are the central 
components of the Franciscan 
charism,” she said. “‘Pax et Bo-

Pax et Bonum Evening Feb. 6
num’ is the traditional Franciscan 
welcome and farewell. St. Francis 
of Assisi used it, and often began 
and ended his sermons and letters 
with the phrase. If there is one 
thing that people are hungry for in 
our day and time, it’s peace and a 
sense of the goodness that still ex-
ists and thrives in the lives of those 
devoted to living a prayerful life. 
Building an intimate relationship 
with Jesus is the secret to peace 
in the midst of anything life can 
throw at us.”

There will be a brief talk on 
Franciscan Spirituality with Adora-
tion and the opportunity to receive 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. A 
social period will end the evening.

For additional information, 
please call Sancta Maria Convent 
at 806-537-3182. 

Amarillo—All women through-
out the Diocese of Amarillo are in-
vited to attend a Lenten Women’s 
Prayer Brunch, set for Saturday, 
March 11. 

The brunch, sponsored by Ama-
rillo Rejoicers, will be served from 
9:45am to 11:30am at the Amarillo 
Club on the 30th floor of the Chase 
Towers at 600 South Tyler.  

In addition to brunch, the morn-
ing will include prayer and wor-
ship, testimony and teaching as 
well as individual prayer for those 
in need, according to Disciple of 
the Lord Jesus Christ Sister Eliza-
beth Ann Dockery. 

Once again this year, the Prayer 
Brunch is a ticketed event, accord-
ing to Dr. Meganne Walsh. Tickets 
are $15.00 each and can be pur-

Next Women’s Prayer Brunch: March 11
chased in one of three ways: 

• At Top of Texas Catholic Su-
perstore in the Signature at 2500 
South Coulter; 

• Through the U.S. mail by 
sending a check for $15.00 to Nor-
ma Frausto, 3801 South Roberts, 
Amarillo, 79118. Please make 
checks out to M. Walsh MD; or, 

• Online at www.facebook.com/
amarillo.rejoicers. 

Tickets purchased through the 
U.S. mail or online can be picked up 
the day of the brunch at a will call 
table. The deadline to purchase ad-
vance tickets is Wednesday, March 
8. Tickets will not be sold at the door.

Tickets for the final brunch for 
the 2016-17 school year on Satur-
day, May 13 can also be purchased 
during the March 11 brunch.

Amarillo—The next Theology 
on Tap session is scheduled Thurs-
day, Feb. 16 from 7:00pm to 9:00pm 
at I Don’t Know Sports Bar and Grill 
at 1301 Southwest 6th Ave.

Theology on Tap is sponsored by 
the young adult offices at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral and St. Thomas the Apos-
tle Church. The monthly gatherings, 
now in its third year, takes place on 
the third Thursday of each month 
and admission is free. 

The March session will take 
place on Thursday, March 9, a 
week earlier than usual, to accom-
modate Spring Break.

For more information, contact 
Kelsey Matchen at St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral at 376-7204 or Caleb Hub-
bard at St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church at 358-2461.

Theology On Tap

St. Francis—The 59th annual 
St. Francis Church German Sau-
sage Dinner will take place Sun-
day, March 12, from 11:00am to 
3:00pm at the parish hall, locat-
ed 10 miles east of Amarillo, just 
north of Highway 60. 

Adult meal tickets are $13.00, 
children’s tickets are $6.00 and 
kids six and under eat free. 

Take-out meals will also be 
available for $13.00. Uncooked 
sausage will be sold during the 

59th Annual St. Francis Sausage Dinner
dinner. Please contact Gerald Det-
ten to place orders in advance at 
382-8813.  

There will also be a raffle and 
the St. Francis Women’s Council 
will operate a Country Store with 
homemade bread and desserts for 
sale while they last. 

For further information about 
the 59th annual St. Francis Sausage 
Dinner, please call Louis Detten, 
dinner chairperson, at 679-9469. 

Please support YOUR Catholic Radio Station 
St. Valentine Catholic Radio, 1360AM, KDJW

Amarillo—Called to A Holy 
Life: A Lenten Retreat, will be of-
fered Monday March 13 through 
Wednesday, March 15 at St. Martin 
de Porres Church, 1507 NW 15th 
Street.

Leading the retreat will be Do-
minican priest Father Richard B. 
“R.B.” Williams of Houston. 

Presentations will begin each 
evening at 7:00.

The opening evening of the re-
treat will have a Baptismal Em-
phasis. The second evening will 
feature a Penitential Emphasis, 
with the opportunity to receive the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. The 
final evening will center around 
Anointing for Healing.

A native of Natchitoches, La., 
Father Williams, 73, entered the 
Dominican Order in August 1964 
after completing undergraduate 
studies. He made final vows in Au-
gust 1968 and was ordained a priest 
on May 22, 1971. Father Williams 

Lenten Retreat Scheduled At Amarillo Parish
has a Bachelor’s in Political Sci-
ence from Tulane University and a 
Master’s in Philosophy from Aqui-
nas Institute in Dubuque, Iowa. He 
spent 27 years of his priestly minis-
try involved in campus ministry at 
various universities.

After those years of campus 
ministry, Father Williams began 
preaching parish missions and re-
treats for priests, deacons and laity, 
and has continued in that ministry 
since 1991. He currently resides in 
Houston at Holy Rosary Priory and 
serves as prior of the Dominican 
community when he is not “on the 
road.”

Father Williams will also pre-
side at the weekend Masses prior to 
the Retreat—on Saturday, March 
11 at 6:00pm and Sunday, March 
12 at 8:00 and 10:00am. For addi-
tional information on Called to A 
Holy Life: A Lenten Retreat, please 
call the parish office at St. Martin 
de Porres Church at 376-8771.
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Communion Ministers Needed

Amarillo—Communion Minis-
ters are needed for Northwest Tex-
as Hospital and possibly at Baptist 
St. Anthony’s to help serve the 
patients and families with support 
and Communion.  If interested, 
please contact either Davlyn Dues-
terhaus, BSA Chaplain, at 212-
4283, or Juanita Cruz at 463-2246.

Divine Mercy Cenacle
Amarillo—A Thursday Divine 

Mercy Cenacle Group meets on the 
first and third Thursday evenings 
of each month at 6:00 in the St. 
Joseph Room at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral, 1200 South Washington. Find 
out more by calling St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral at 376-7204.

Columbiettes Auxiliary #1450
Amarillo—Columbiettes Aux-

iliary #1450 meets on the second 
and fourth Mondays of each month 
at 7:00pm in the St. Joseph Room 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 1200 
South Washington. All members 
are encouraged to attend the next 
meeting set for Monday, Feb. 13. 

Any women interested in joining 
the auxiliary are encouraged to call 
Veronica Almanza, Columbiettes 
president, at 382-7800. All Catho-
lic women 17 years old and older 
are eligible to join the Columbi-
ettes.

Engaged Encounter
Amarillo—Couples in the Di-

ocese of Amarillo planning to get 
married within the next three to six 
months are encouraged to attend 
the first Engaged Encounter week-
end for 2017, set for Saturday, Feb. 
18 and Sunday, Feb. 19 at the Bish-
op DeFalco Retreat Center, 2100 
North Spring. For more details 
about Engaged Encounter or to 
sign up, contact Molly Villegas at 
the Diocesan Pastoral Center, 383-
2243, ext. 116.

Pancake Breakfast
Amarillo—Knights of Colum-

bus Council #1450 at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral will serve a Pancake 
Breakfast Sunday, Feb. 19 from 
8:00am to 11:00am in the Mon-
signor Francis A. Smyer Activity 

Center, 1200 South Washington. 
Cost of the breakfast is a love of-
fering, which will benefit the nu-
merous charities, missions and 
projects of Council #1450. 

For Two…Shall Become One
Amarillo—The latest six-week 

session of For Two…Shall Become 
One is underway, continuing on 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00 
to 9:00 through Feb. 22 at St. Hy-
acinth Church, 4500 West Hills 
Trail. 

The theme of this six-week 
course is a Couples Prayer Series, 
according to Stephanie Frausto, 
director of Respect Life Ministries 
for the Diocese of Amarillo. 

For Two… Shall Become One is 
open to all couples, those married, 
those discerning marriage or in a 
relationship. A different series is 
offered every three months during 
the school year. Cost of the course 
is $30 a couple, which defrays the 
expense of materials and snacks 
during the sessions. 

For additional information or to 
register for For Two… Shall Be-

come One, contact Frausto at 383-
2243, ext. 129. 

Sympto-Thermal Class
Amarillo—The next Symp-

to-Thermal Class series on Natural 
Family Planning will be offered 
Thursday evenings at 6:30 on Feb. 
23 and March 23 in the Marian 
Room at St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church, 4100 South Coulter. Find 
out more by calling Chrissy Acker 
at 654-2057.

Friona Mexican Dinner
Friona—The Ladies Society at 

St. Teresa of Jesus Church will host 
its annual Mexican Dinner today 
Sunday, March 5 from 11:00am 
to 2:00pm in the parish hall, adja-
cent to the church at 401 West 17th 
Street. The meal of enchiladas, 
a taco, beans, rice, dessert, chips 
and salsa with tea will be served 
to adults for $12.00 and to chil-
dren ten and under for $6.00. Find 
out more by calling Lina Padilla at 
806-265-7163.

Retreat Center Activities
Amarillo—The public is invit-

ed to join the weekly Contempla-
tive Prayer Group every Tuesday 

afternoon from noon to 1:00 at the 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, 
2100 North Spring. The Retreat 
Center will host the next First 
Wednesdays on March 8 from 
7:00pm to 9:00pm. Learn more by 
calling Linda Astuto at the BDRC, 
383-1811 or go online to www.
bdrc.org.  

Night Of Worship
Amarillo—The Office of Char-

ismatic Renewal and the Diocesan 
Youth Office will offer a Night of 
Worship Friday, March 10 from 
7:00 to 9:00 at St. Joseph’s Church, 
4122 South Bonham. 

The evening is a multi-genera-
tional opportunity to praise, wor-
ship and love God, according to 
Disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ 
Sister Lucy Lukasiewicz and Di-
ocesan Youth Director Oscar Guz-
man. The Night of Worship will 
include Praise, Testimony/Witness 
and Worship, including Adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament and 
Prayer Ministry. 

For additional information on 
the Night of Worship, please call 
Sister Lucy at 806-534-2312, ext. 
110 or Oscar Guzman at 383-2243, 
ext. 118. 
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Save The Date1
Amarillo—All practicing Cath-

olic men in the Diocese of Amaril-
lo 18 years and older are encour-
aged to attend a First, Second and 
Third Degree Exemplification, 
sponsored by Knights of Columbus 
Council #1450 at St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral. The exemplifications are 
set for Saturday, May 6, beginning 
at 8:30am. There is no cost for the 
First Degree. Cost for the Second 
and Third Degree are $25.00. 

For additional information, 
please call or text Robert Isbell at 
806-679-0008.

Upcoming ACTS Retreats
Amarillo—An ACTS (Ad-

oration, Community, Theology 
and Service) Retreat for wom-
en is scheduled Thursday, June 
8 through Sunday, June 11 at the 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, 
2100 North Spring. Registration 
forms are available at parish offic-
es or through the ACTS Communi-
ty website, www.actsamarillo.org. 
For additional information, please 
contact April Fetterman at 806-
681-0804.

Save The Date2
Amarillo—The annual Faith 

Formation Conference for cate-
chists, parish leaders and parents 
will take place Saturday, Aug. 5 at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral, 1200 South 
Washington. Additional informa-
tion can be found soon in The West 
Texas Catholic; on the diocesan 

website, www. amarillodiocese.
org; and, on St. Valentine Catholic 
Radio, 1360AM, KDJW. 

Historical Society Cookbook
Amarillo—Copies of A Little 

Slice of Heaven, a cookbook com-
piled by the Catholic Historical So-
ciety, remain on sale. Cookbooks 
are now $7.50 each, with $2.50 for 
shipping. The cookbook is a com-
pilation of recipes from Bishop 
Patrick J. Zurek and the priests and 
religious of the Diocese of Amaril-
lo. Cookbook orders can be sent to:

The CHS Cookbook Project
P.O. Box 5644

Amarillo, 79117-5644
Please make checks payable to 

The Catholic Historical Society 
Cookbook Project or CHS Cook-
book Project. 

For additional information, 
please call Susan Garner at the Di-
ocesan Pastoral Center, 383-2243, 
ext. 120.

Prison Ministry
Hereford—The prison ministry 

team in the Diocese of Amarillo is 
recruiting ordained deacons or lay 
volunteers for this special ministry. 
Prison ministry is also one of the 
Corporal Works of Mercy. Those 
interested in this ministry are asked 
to contact Deacon Jessie Guerrero 
at 364-8432; or, Deacon Blaine 
Westlake at 383-2243, ext. 117. 

Community Scripture Study
Amarillo—The 27th year of 

the Catholic Community Scripture 
Study is underway, with the study 
continuing on Wednesday morn-
ings in the parlor of St. Thomas 
the Apostle Church, 4100 South 
Coulter. 

Activities begin at 9:15 with 

coffee and fellowship, followed at 
9:30 with prayer and scripture in-
sights from At Home with the Word 
for a preview of the coming Sun-
day Scriptures. 

The class, which began in 1990, 
has been meeting every Wednes-

Moses Bernal with Huseman Builders Inc., Canyon, touches up a door on storage space Jan. 18 
on the new Parish Hall and Catechetical Center for Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Groom. 
According to Father Arokia Raj Samala, parochial administrator, the new building is scheduled 
to be blessed and dedicated by Bishop Patrick J. Zurek on Sunday, March 19. (WTC Photo)

day on a continual basis for the last 
six years. Everyone is welcome on 
any Wednesday morning that he/
she can attend. 

For additional information 
please call St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church at 358-2461. 
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Please remember in prayer the clergy of the Diocese of 
Amarillo who died during the month of February:

Father Leo Lavoie, Feb. 3, 1978
Monsignor Stanley Crocchiola, Feb. 6, 1996
Father Elmer J. Toups, CSsR, Feb. 7, 1995
Father Norman Boyd, S.A., Feb. 10, 2015

Father Michael Dermot O’Brien, Feb. 11, 1978
Deacon Hector Gallegos, Feb. 11, 2013

Deacon Floyd Ashley, Feb. 11, 2015
Father William M. Hammond, Feb. 13, 1971

Father William Blakeslee, Feb. 14, 1975
Deacon Richard Morris, Feb. 14, 1995

Father Francis R. Crowe, O.P., Feb. 16, 2010
Father Raymond Gillis, S.A., Feb. 20, 1988

Father Bernard Cletus McGorry, S.A., Feb. 20, 1992
Deacon Raymond Solano, Feb. 23, 2000

Deacon Richard Riley, Feb. 23, 2009

Amarillo—Yasmeen Balderas, 17, 
passed away Jan. 2. Mass was celebrat-
ed Jan. 21, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Fa-
ther Felipe Alvarez, OFM, of St. Lau-
rence Church, presiding. Burial was in 
Memorial Park Cemetery. 

Yasmeen Balderas was born May 
14, 1999, in Portland, Ore. She was a 
beautiful, loving, caring, sassy, smart 
and funny young lady. She had the most 
beautiful smile. She was a senior at Palo 
Duro High School. She was creative 
and artistic. She enjoyed spending time 
with her family and her friends. She en-
joyed dancing and listening to music.

Survivors include her parents, Pe-
ter and Martha Balderas; three sis-
ters, Cassandra, Jacquline and Emily; 
a brother, Peter; and numerous other 
family members and friends.

Amarillo—Josue Balderas, 11, 
passed away Jan. 2. Mass was celebrat-
ed Jan. 21, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Fa-
ther Felipe Alvarez, OFM, of St. Lau-
rence Church, presiding. Burial was in 
Memorial Park Cemetery. 

Josue Balderas was born June 4, 
2005, in Amarillo. He was a kind, 
humble, caring, intelligent young man 
who was wise beyond his years. He at-
tended Travis Middle School. He was 
an altar server at St. Laurence Church, 
along with his brother Johnny. He 
loved helping people; he wanted to be 
a priest when he grew up. He was a cu-
rious and adventurous young man.

Survivors include his parents, Pe-
ter and Martha Balderas; three sis-
ters, Cassandra, Jacquline and Emily; 
a brother, Peter; and numerous other 
family members and friends.

Amarillo—Johnny Balderas, 9, 
passed away Jan. 2. Mass was cele-

brated Jan. 21, St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Father Felipe Alvarez, OFM, of St. 
Lawrence Church, presiding. Burial 
was in Memorial Park Cemetery. 

Johnny Balderas was born Aug. 8, 
2007, in Amarillo. He was a very cre-
ative, smart, humble and kind young 
man. He always had a smile on his 
face. He attended Eastridge Elementa-
ry School. He was a class clown. He 
loved playing Pokemon and Minecraft. 
He loved his brothers and sisters. He 
wanted to be a cook when he grew up.

Survivors include his parents, Pe-
ter and Martha Balderas; three sis-
ters, Cassandra, Jacquline and Emily; 
a brother, Peter; and numerous other 
family members and friends.

Amarillo—Felipe Balderas, 7, 
passed away Jan. 2. Mass was celebrat-
ed Jan. 21, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Fa-
ther Felipe Alvarez, OFM, of St. Lau-
rence Church, presiding. Burial was in 
Memorial Park Cemetery. 

Felipe was born April 26, 2009, in 
Amarillo. He was a funny, loving, out-
going and kind young man. He had a 
great imagination. He was a student at 
Eastridge Elementary School. He was 
a sweet boy that gave amazing hugs. 
He loved to sing and dance, along with 
bothering his older brothers.

Survivors include his parents, Pe-
ter and Martha Balderas; three sis-
ters, Cassandra, Jacquline and Emily; 
a brother, Peter; and numerous other 
family members and friends. 

Note: A special collection was 
taken up the weekend of Jan. 28-29 
for the Balderas family. If you were 
unable to take part in that special 
collection at that time, you may take 
your contribution to your church 
parish office at any time.

Amarillo—Frank J. Barra, 89, 
passed away Jan. 4. Mass was cele-
brated Jan. 11, St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church, Father John Valdez, pastor, 
presiding. Burial was in Memory Gar-
dens Cemetery. Survivors include a 
son, Steven M. Barra of Richmond, 
Va.; a daughter, Lydia B. Shiver and her 
husband Wayne of Asheboro, NC; five 
grandchildren, Aaron B. Haughey of 
Oklahoma City, Zachary M. Barra and 
his wife Lindsey of Cypress, Johnathan 
C. Barra of Houston, Neeley Berry of 
Somerset, Wisc. and Brandi Williams of 
Brandon, Miss.; and nine great-grand-
children, Tristan Jackson, Alexandra 
Haughey and Ashleigh Haughey, all 
of Amarillo, Chance Haughey of Al-
vin, Jake Haughey of Oklahoma City, 
Devan Barra and Logan Barra, both of 
Cypress and Derrick Berry and Hayden 
Berry, both of Somerset.

Amarillo—Robert A. Gallagher, 
87, passed away Jan.4. Mass was cel-
ebrated Jan. 20, St. Thomas the Apos-

tle Church, Monsignor Joe Bixenman,  
presiding. Survivors include a son, 
Garry; a daughter-in-law, Susie; two 
grandchildren, Chris and Brianna; and 
a great-grandchild, Brayden.

Amarillo—Yvette Nicole Ellis, 28, 
passed away Jan. 5. Mass was celebrat-
ed Jan. 12, Blessed Sacrament Church, 
Father Lawrence John, presiding. 
Burial was in Llano Cemetery. Survi-
vors include a daughter, Zariah Ellis; 
three sons, Xarin Ellis Asberry, Zayden 
Moore and Azavyon Moore, all of 
Amarillo; her mother and stepfather, 
Yolanda Gauna and Adrian Everett; 
her father and stepmother, Andrew El-
lis and Gina Ellis, all of Amarillo; and 
three brothers, Nick Ellis and Angel 
Ellis, both of Amarillo and Anthony 
Everett of Temple.

Amarillo—Jazmin Lillee-Jain Div-
ina, 12, passed away Jan. 7. Mass 
was celebrated Jan. 13, St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, Father Scott L. Raef, rec-

tor, presiding. Survivors include her 
parents, Jasper and Samantha Divina; 
two brothers, Sammy Lopez and Luke 
Divina; her grandparents, Dickey and 
JoAnn Lopez and Joe and V.J. May-
hew; her great grandfather, Robert 
Maes; an uncle, Davie Griego; and a 
host of uncles, aunts, cousins, friends 
and teammates.

Hereford—Mark Anthony Koenig, 
91, passed away Jan. 9. Mass was cel-
ebrated Jan. 12, St. Anthony’s Church, 
Father Anthony S. Aakula, parochi-
al administrator, St. Teresa of Jesus 
Church, Friona, presiding. Burial was 
in St. Anthony’s Cemetery. Survivors 
include his wife, Alice Koenig; nine 
sons, Richard of Lubbock, Daniel of 
Las Cruces, NM, Philip and Jerome, 
both of Hereford, Wayne of Williams-
burg, Pa., Gregory of Chesterfield, Va., 
Matthew of Pickerington, Ohio, Alan 
of Chattanooga, Tenn. and Timothy of 
Greely, Colo.; 25 grandchildren; and 
16 great-grandchildren.
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Dimmitt—Andres Navarro, Sr., 79, 
passed away Jan. 9. Mass was cele-
brated Jan. 12, Immaculate Conception 
Church, presiding. Burial was in Cas-
tro Memorial Gardens Cemetery. Sur-
vivors include his wife, Sofia Navarro; 
four sons; Andres Navarro, Jr. and his 
wife Elvia, Alejandro Navarro, Oscar 
Navarro, Sr. and his wife Connie and 
Sergio Navarro and his wife April, all 
of Dimmitt; three daughters; Maria I. 
Reyes and her husband Leo, Esmeralda 
Lopez and Oralia Navarro and her hus-
band Ricardo Segura, all of Dimmitt; 
a sister, Paula Ponciano of McAllen; a 
brother, Juan Navarro of McAllen; 29 
grandchildren; 55 great-grandchildren; 
and two great-great-grandchildren. 

Amarillo—Dominga Villagomez 
Arenas, 91, passed away Jan. 10. Mass 
was celebrated Jan. 13, St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral, Father Scott L. Raef, rector, 
presiding. Burial was in Llano Ceme-
tery. Survivors include nine daughters, 
Antonia Todd of Albuquerque, Car-
mella Castillo, Josie A. Solis, Martha 
Aldape, Yolanda Gillizeau and Renee 
Arenas, all of Amarillo, Mary Ellen 
Escoto of North Richland Hills, Mary 
Jane Martinez of San Antonio and Or-
tencia DeLeon of Arlington; 20 grand-
children; 35 great-grandchildren; and 
five great-great-grandchildren.

Hereford—Hector Gerardo Garcia, 
67, passed away Jan. 10. Mass was 
celebrated Jan. 13, San Jose Church, 
Father José Ramón Molina, CHS, pa-
rochial administrator, presiding. Inter-
ment was in St. Anthony’s Cemetery. 
Survivors include his wife, Florinda 
Garcia; four daughters, Martha Moon 
and her husband Donny of Roanoke, 
Texas, Melissa Cantu of Hereford, 
Cynthia Varragan and her husband 
Amalio of Abernathy and Margo Stur-
geon and her husband Edward of Col-
leyville; three sisters, Maria Antonia, 
Maria Lourdes, and Felicita all of Mis-
sion; three brothers, Ruben, Salvador, 
and Miguel all of Mission; 12 grand-
children; and one great-grandchild.

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance 

Coordinator for the Diocese of Amarillo

Direct concerns, questions, or to report sexual abuse contact:

Belinda Taylor

4200 Ridgecrest Drive, Suite B-8

Amarillo, TX 79109

806-373-5232

806-372-1092

Fax: 806-372-7869

Amarillo—Clyde “Pooh-Pie” Henry 
Jeffus, 87, passed away Jan. 14. Mass 
was celebrated Jan. 16, St. Hyacinth 
Church, Monsignor Rex Nicholl, pas-
tor, St. Martin de Porres Church, pre-
siding. Burial was in Memory Gardens 
Cemetery. Military rites will be pro-
vided by DAV Chapter 26. Survivors 
include his wife, Nancy Jeffus; three 
daughters, Becky Terry, Pam Pecoraro 
and her husband John of Little Elm and 
Tricia Deaver and her husband Jayson; 
14 grandchildren, James Terry, Jennifer 
Onderek and her husband Josh of La 
Vernia, Joshua Terry of Crowley, Jessi-
ca Fenn and her husband Andrew, Emi-
ly Fulks and her husband Sam, Bethany, 
Hunter, Mackenna and Destiny Pec-
oraro, all of Little Elm, Loressa Watts 
and her husband Ryan, Halton Pecoraro 
and his wife Nikki, all of Frisco, Jaydon 
Pickens and husband Hagen, Branton 
and Janson Deaver; 11 great-grandchil-
dren with one on the way; and a sister, 
Mary Lou Jeffus of Amarillo.

Amarillo—Jesus Maria Mendoza, 
78, passed away Jan. 14. Mass was cele-
brated Jan. 17, St. Laurence Church, Fa-
ther Antonio Galindo, OFM, presiding. 
Survivors include her husband, Ruben 
Mendoza; a daughter, Irma Hernandez 
of Cimarron, Kan.; six sons, Sergio 
Mendoza and Yamil Mendoza, both of 
Amarillo, Ruben Mendoza Jr. of Mid-
land, Leonel Mendoza of Mexico, Jose 
Mendoza of Friona and Mario Mendoza 
of Garden City, Kan.; 25 grandchildren; 
and 28 great-grandchildren.

Howardwick—Dorothy Louise Har-
vey, 79, passed away Jan. 16. Mass was 
celebrated Jan. 20, St. Mary’s Church, 
Clarendon, Father Arokia Raj Sama-
la, parochial administrator, presiding. 
Burial was in Memory Gardens Cem-
etery, Amarillo. Survivors include her 
husband, Levi Harvey; two daughters, 
Cynthia Wilkerson of Amarillo and 
Kathy Wages of Claude; two broth-
ers, Carl Newton and Freddie Newton, 
both of Arizona; four grandchildren; 
and seven great-grandchildren.

Amarillo—Norah “Nana” Mari-
na Redpath Gately, 82, passed away 
Jan. 17. Mass was celebrated Jan. 20, 
St. Mary’s Cathedral, Father S. Chris-
topher Schwind, pastor, St. Mary’s 
Church, Umbarger, presiding. Burial 
was in Memorial Park Cemetery. Sur-
vivors include her children, Mary Gate-
ly of Denver, Kathleen Schortzmann 
and her husband Steve of Spokane and 
Nora Gately and Martin Gately and his 
wife Terri, all of Amarillo; two sisters, 
Ciss and her husband Sean Casey and 
Mary Redpath Healy, all of Killar-
ney, Ireland; a sister-in-law, Dolores 
Redpath of Pallasgreen, Ireland; four 
grandchildren, Bridget Garza of Ama-
rillo and her twin brother, Greg Garza 
of Colorado Springs, Megan McCay 
and her husband Andrew of McLean 
and Erin Gately of Columbia, Miss.; 
two great-grandchildren, Marina Andi 
McCay and Ella Jane McCay, both of 
McLean; and numerous nieces and 
their families.

Amarillo—Jose Eduardo Lazal-
de-Gonzalez, 18, passed away Jan. 18. 
Survivors include his parents, Eduardo 

and Yalila Lazalde; a sister, Alondra 
Lazalde of Amarillo; and his grand-
parents, Maria Josafina Garcia and 
Marcos and Maria Elsa Gonzalez, all 
of Durango.

Amarillo—Salvador C. “Chava” 
Calamateo, 67, passed away Jan. 19. 
Mass was celebrated Jan. 24, Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Church, Father Jose 
Gómez, pastor, presiding. Burial was 
in Llano Cemetery. Survivors include 
two daughters, Letisia Calamateo and 
Christina Cadena; a son, Rudy Lara; 
and eight grandchildren.

Dalhart—Sheryl Lynn Fulfer, 66, 
passed away Jan. 19. Graveside Ser-
vices were conducted Feb. 4, Memori-
al Park Cemetery, Monsignor Michael 
Colwell, JCL, pastor, St. Anthony of 
Padua Church, presiding. Survivors 
include her husband, Perry Fulfer; a 
daughter, Michele Spielman and her 
husband Gary of Dalhart; two “bo-
nus-sons,” Rowdy Fulfer and his wife 
Bridgot and Cory Fulfer and his wife 
Wendy, all of Jal, NM; four brothers, 
Dennis Bohrer and his wife Helen, 
John Bohrer, his wife Sherry and their 
son Britt, all of Amarillo, Jim Bohrer 
of Houston and Richard Bohrer and his 
wife Nancy of Clear Lake Shores; seven 
grandchildren, Shelby, Luke, Cameron, 
Chelsea, KC, Kimberlee and Kolby; 
and numerous nieces and nephews.

McLean—Mary Groves, 93, passed 
away Jan. 20. Mass was celebrated Jan. 
23, St. Patrick’s Church, Shamrock, 
Father Tony Neusch, pastor, St. An-
thony’s Church, Hereford, presiding. 
Burial was in Memory Gardens Cem-
etery, Pampa. Survivors include two 
daughters, Sylvia Meisenheimer of Al-
vin and Jackie Riger of Baltimore; six 
grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; 
and a great-great-grandbaby.

Please join the millions worldwide who pray each day for 
the monthly prayer intentions of Pope Francis. Since 

themselves to God for the salvation of souls, the Church, the 
intentions of all Apostles of Prayer and the intentions of the 
Pope. The Holy Father gives us two prayer intentions each 
month—one, a general intention and the other an intention 
for world missions.

February:

• Comfort for the A�icted.  That all those who are 
a�icted, especially the poor, refugees, and marginalized, 
may �nd welcome and comfort in our communities.

 

Prayer Intentions of
Pope Francis

2017

 

Amarillo—Dr. Clyde Williams, 78, 
passed away Jan. 21. Mass was cele-
brated Jan. 23, St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church, Father John Valdez, pastor, pre-
siding. Burial was in St. Peter’s Cem-
etery, Lindsay. Survivors include his 
wife, Karen Rose Williams; five chil-
dren, Christine, Sarah, Valerie, Clyde 
Douglas and Jonathan; three sisters; 
four brothers; and four grandchildren. 

Memphis—Ignacia Maldonado, 81, 
passed away Jan. 24. Mass was celebrat-
ed Jan. 27, Sacred Heart Church, Father 
Marco Gonzalez, parochial administra-
tor, presiding. Burial was in Fairview 
Cemetery. Survivors include three sons, 
Roy Maldonado Sr. of Gordonville and 
Ramiro and Raul Maldonado, both of 
Memphis; eight daughters, Velia Reyes, 
Yolando Maldonado, Francis Maddox 
and Delia Morgan, all of Claude, Ofe-
lia Montoya of Memphis, Sylvia Som-
mers of Webster, Aurora Rodriguez of 
Canadian and Gloria Vick of Franklin, 
Va.; 36 grandchildren; and numerous 
great-grandchildren.

Hereford—Reymunda De La Cruz, 
92, passed away Jan. 26. Mass was cel-
ebrated Jan. 28, San Jose Mission at 
the Labor Camp, Father José Ramón 
Molina, CHS, parochial administrator, 
presiding. Burial was in St. Anthony’s 
Cemetery. Survivors include seven 
daughters, Rosa Vasquez and Dolores 
Thrlow, both of Amarillo, Janie De La 
Cruz of Houston, Virginia Juarez of 
Austin, Dominga Chavez of Arlington 
and Maria Teresa Escobal and Josefine 
Gallegos, both of Hereford; five sons, 
Jose Angel De La Cruz of Fort Worth, 
Jessie De La Cruz of Amarillo, Pedro 
De La Cruz of Utah, Tomas Mendo-
za of Waxahachie and Ernesto De La 
Cruz of Hereford; 34 grandchildren; 
and numerous great-grandchildren and 
great-great-grandchildren.
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Even when you’re out of the picture.
Help secure their future with the Knights of Columbus. 

Make sure your family is protected. 
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West Texas Agency
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michael.payne@kofc.org

Sam Pace, FICF
Field Agent Serving Amarillo
Families for over 13 years
West Texas Agency
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